SOC 1000
Introduction to Sociology

Fall 2022
FAS Sociology Department
Lecture Time (mandatory): Tuesdays, Thursdays 10:30 – 11:45

Lecture Location: William James Hall 105
Section Time (mandatory): TBD
Professor:
Danilo Mandić
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 12:00-14:00 in William James Hall 604
Teaching Fellows:
Cat O'Donnell (codonnell@g.harvard.edu)

Office hours by appointment: https://calendly.com/codonnell-8/soc1000
Minjin Chae (minjinchae@g.harvard.edu)

Office hours by appointment: https://calendly.com/minjinchae/soc1000
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Course Abstract

What is society? How can we understand it? What is the role of the individual in society, and how does society affect individual lives? This course introduces students to the field of sociology. By surveying social theory as well as empirical studies, students acquire what C. Wright Mills calls the "sociological imagination": the ability to think beyond our personal lives and to connect the experiences of individuals with large social structures. The course introduces students to classical theoretical traditions of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel, as well as their contemporary heirs. Readings include prominent empirical investigations into family dynamics, class inequalities, organizations, the nation-state, capitalism, democracy, and globalization. We examine common-sense assumptions about culture, politics, history, and psychology, and empower students to replace them with evidence-based reasoning. By emphasizing reading, writing, and critical thinking skills, this course helps students build the foundation for a deeper understanding of theory and methods in the social sciences.
Readings

All articles and book chapters are available on the course website. Occasionally, the syllabus included recommended readings: these are purely optional (not required), and will not be covered in quizzes or the midterm.
Course Requirements

Lecture Attendance + In-Class Quizzes (mandatory)
 
(30%)
Section Attendance

 



(10%)
Section Discussion





(20%)
Midterm Exam






(20%)
Final Paper 






(20%)
Students are expected to attend lectures. Following the first sixty minutes of each lecture, we will have a brief in-class quiz consisting of five multiple choice questions in fifteen minutes. The questions will cover basic ideas from the readings of the week; they will not be specially difficult or “trick” questions, but a way to keep track of progress and orient the content of lectures towards what the group finds interesting. Students are also expected to engage actively in section discussions, an opportunity to elaborate and critique ideas and readings. 

The Midterm Exam will consist of questions about the readings in the course, covering basic ideas and concepts up to that mid-point in the syllabus. Students with Accessibility Office accommodation needs are kindly asked to send their paperwork ahead of time to the instructor.
For the Final Paper (10-12 pages), students will analyze a particular social phenomenon that interests them (e.g. the Supreme Court overturning of Roe v. Wade, the war in Ukraine, or campus activism on Final Clubs); and formulate a specific research question about it. They will then develop an explanatory argument addressing the research question, applying concepts and readings from at least three separate weeks (e.g. Week 4, Week 7 and Week 10). Research questions and week selections will be approved by section leaders or instructor at least one week prior to the deadline. Detailed guidelines for the paper will be uploaded in the “Files” folder.
Equity and Inclusion

We commit to make lectures and sections a precious venue where to learn, encounter different perspectives, and explore our emotional and intellectual response to the readings. We will create a community of dialogue where we exchange ideas and where everyone, further than participating, will train in taking care of others’ presence and participation. Therefore, paying attention to the fact that everyone has a chance to express their thoughts and -if not- considering in which ways -if any- we hinder them to do that, will be a relevant exercise. Learning and dialoguing could require a high level of exposure: we will collaborate in guaranteeing our class to be a safe place where disagreements and doubts are opportunities to learn. 

Acknowledging that learning is a process that each of us navigate with different pace, method, and style, we would listen your concerns and proposals for particular accommodations. All discussions on accommodations will remain confidential. We are also here to direct you the qualified sources you can receive support from in case you encounter difficulties not related to our course. This link provide you a first list of service you can count on as regards diversity and inclusion issues: https://college.harvard.edu/life-at-harvard/diversity-inclusion. 

Academic Integrity
As stated on the FAS website, integrity is the foundation of the academic experience at Harvard College. Students are encouraged to talk with their peers and faculty members about their work, but they—and all scholars—must “acknowledge clearly when they have relied upon or incorporated the work of others.” The Harvard College Honor Code applies to all work undertaken for this course.

Late Policy for Deadlines

One partial grade will be deducted from papers that are turned in late (for example, an A- paper would be given a B+). Another partial grade will be taken off for each additional 24 hours of tardiness. Extensions will be given in the case of medical emergencies or religious observance. All requests for extensions should go directly to the course head and must be made in advance of the relevant deadline.

Course Outline
 Week 1 (September 1): Introduction

Mills, C. Wright, “The Promise” in The Sociological Imagination (pp. 3-24).
Christakis, Nicholas, “The Society Within Us,” in Blueprint: The Evolutionary Origins of
a Good Society, pp.1-19.
 Week 2 (September 6 & 8): Society
Karl Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach” and “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 143-5;
pp. 469-500.
Max Weber, “Class, Status, Party,” in From Max Weber, pp. 180-195; “Domination and
Legitimacy” in Economy and Society (3rd edition),
pp. 941-955.

Emile Durkheim, “Forms of Social Solidarity” and “The Division of Labour and Social
Differentiation” pp. 123-140; pp. 141-154. 

Recommended:

“Max Weber meets Du Bois” in The Scholar Denied: W.E.B. Du Bois and the Birth of
Modern Sociology, pp.149-167.
Week 2 (September 13 & 15): Class
Therborn, Goran, The Killing Fields of Inequality, pp.79-99.
Thorstein Veblen, “The Theory of the Leisure Class” in Social Stratification (3rd 
Edition), pp. 862-870.

Shamus Rahman Khan, 2011, “Gender and the Performance of Privilege” in Privilege:
The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s School, pp.114-151. 
Recommended:
Frederick Cooper and Rogers Brubaker, "Beyond ‘Identity’" in Theory and Society 29 
(1), pp. 1-21.
Week 4 (September 20 & 22): Race
Robert K. Merton, “Discrimination and the American Creed” in Sociological
Ambivalence and Other Essays, pp. 189-216.

Mary Waters, “Racial and Ethnic Identity Choices,” in Black Identities, pp.44-94.

Hunter, M.A. and Robinson, Z.F., 2016. The Sociology of Urban Black America. Annual
Review of Sociology, 42(1), pp.385-405.
Frederickson, Racism: A Short Introduction, “Climax and Retreat,” pp.99-138.
Recommended: 
Bruce Western, “Mass Imprisonment” in Punishment and Inequality in America, p. 11
33.

Week 5 (September 27 & 29): Gender
Bogle, K.A., 2007. The shift from dating to hooking up in college: What scholars have
missed. Sociology Compass, 1(2), pp.775-788.
Cunningham-Burley, Sarah, Kathryn Backett-Milburn, and Debbie Kemmer. 2006.
“Constructing Health and Sickness in the Context of Motherhood and Paid

Work.” Sociology of Health and Illness 28(4):385–409.
Connell, R., 2014. The sociology of gender in Southern perspective. Current Sociology,
62(4), pp.550-567.
Viterna, J., 2014, “Regulating Romance and Reproduction” in Women in War: The
Micro-Processes of Mobilization in El Salvador, pp. 151-171.

Recommended: 

Brubaker, Rogers, “Transgender, Transracial?” in Trans: Gender and Race in an Age of
Unsettled Identities, pp.15-40.
Week 6 (October 4 & 6): Culture
Lamont, M., Pendergrass, S. and Pachucki, M., 2001. Symbolic boundaries. International
encyclopedia of the social and behavioral sciences, 23, pp.15341-47.
Annette Lareau, “Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life” in Social
Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 926-936.
John W. Meyer, John Boli, George M. Thomas, and Francisco O. Ramirez “World


Society and the Nation-State” in American Journal of Sociology 103, pp.144-181.
Recommended: 

Campbell and Manning, “Opposition, Imitation and the Spread of Victimhood Culture,”
in The Rise of Victimhood Culture, pp.143-171.
 Week 7 (October 11 & 13): Religion 
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, pp. 35-92, 155-183.

Wuthnow, R., 2002. Religious involvement and status‐bridging social capital. Journal for
the scientific study of religion, 41(4), pp.669-684.
Du Bois, W.E.B., “Faith of the Fathers” & “Will the Church Remove the Color Line?”
(18 pages). 
MIDTERM EXAM (~75 minutes) in class on October 13th.
 Week 8 (October 18 & 20): The State 
Charles Tilly, “How War Made States and Vice-Versa” in Coercion, Capital, and
European States, AD 990-1990, pp. 67-95.

Michael Mann, “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and 
Results” in States in History, pp.109-36.
Gosta Esping-Anderson, “Introduction” and “Three Political Economies of the Welfare
State” in Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, pp. 1-34.

Recommended: 

Collins, R. “Patrimonial alliances and failures of state penetration: A historical
dynamic of crime, corruption, gangs, and mafias.” The ANNALS of the American
Academy of political and Social Science, 636(1), 16-31.
Week 9 (October 25 & 27): Nationalism
Bonikowski, B., & DiMaggio, P. (2016). Varieties of American popular nationalism.
American Sociological Review, 81(5), 949-980.
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism, pp. 1-36.
John Darwin, “Empire and Ethnicity” in Nationalism and War, pp.147-171.
Recommended:

Terence Ranger, “The Invention of Tradition in Colonial Africa” in The Invention of
Tradition, pp. 211-236.
Week 10 (November 1 & 3): Capitalism
Albert O. Hirschman, “How the Interests were Called Upon to Counteract the Passions”
in The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism Before Its 
Triumph, pp. 31-48.
Karl Polanyi, “Societies and Economic Systems” and “The Self-Regulating Market and
the Fictitious Commodities: Labor, Land and Money” in The Great
Transformation, pp. 43-56; pp. 68-76.
Zelizer, Viviana A. "The social meaning of money:" special monies"." American Journal
of Sociology 95, no. 2 (1989): 342-377.
Recommended:

Siddharth Kara, Bonded Labor: Tackling the System of Slavery in South Asia (New
York: Columbia University Press. 2012) pp. 158-184.

Week 11 (November 8 & 10): Networks 
William Domhoff, “How the Power Elite Dominate Government,” in Who Rules
America?: The Corporate Rich, White Nationalist Republicans, and Inclusionary
Democrats in the 2020s (Chapter 7), pp.1-17.

Mark Granovetter, “Economic Embeddedness,” pp. 165-174 in Contemporary
Sociological Theory and “The Strength of Weak Ties” (American Journal of
Sociology, vol. pp. 1361-1366, 1371-1373, 1378-1380.
Kreager, D. A. (2007). Unnecessary roughness? School sports, peer networks, and male
adolescent violence. American sociological review, 72(5), 705-724.

Recommended:
Makridis, C. A., & Wu, C. (2021). How social capital helps communities weather the
COVID-19 pandemic. PloS one, 16(1), e0245135.
Week 12 (November 15 & 17): Migration
Banerjee, P., 2015. When Men Stay Home: Household Labor and Parenthood in Female
Led Families of Indian Migrant Nurses. In Families as They Really Are, pp.500
517.
Massey, D.S., 2003, June. Patterns and processes of international migration in the 21st
century. In Conference on African Migration in Comparative Perspective,
Johannesburg, South Africa (Vol. 4, No. 7), pp. 1-28.
Andreas, P., 2001. The transformation of migrant Smuggling across the US-Mexican
Border. Global human smuggling: Comparative perspectives, pp.107-125. &
“Coming to America Through the Back Door” in Smuggler Nation, pp.208-227.
Zolberg, A.R., Suhrke, A. and Aguayo, S., 1986. International factors in the formation of
refugee movements. International Migration Review, pp.151-169.
Recommended:
Friedman, J. 2007. “Women in Refugee Camps” in Gendering the International Asylum
and Refugee Debate, pp.35-44.
Week 13 (November 22): Social Movements
Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper (eds.), “When and Why do Social Movements 
Occur?” in The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts (2nd Edition), pp.
9-42.
Gould, R.V., 1995, “Neighborhood, Class and the Commune of 1871” in Insurgent
Identities: Class, Community and Protest in Paris from 1848 to the Commune, pp.
153-194.
Michael Mann, “Explaining the Rise of Interwar Authoritarianism and Fascism” in 
Fascists, pp. 31-92.

Recommended:

Jack Goldstone, “What is a Revolution” in Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction, pp. 
1-9.

N.B. Thanksgiving Break from Nov. 23-27.

Week 14 (November 29 & December 1): Review
FINAL PAPER DUE at noon, December 12th, 2022.
