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http://learningcenter.nsta.org 

• Access to 12,000+ lessons, 
resources, opportunities,  and 
interactives (sims, animations) 
 

• Free tools to help teachers  
diagnose, organize, personalize,  
and document their learning 
 

• Free access to online advisors 
and colleague discussion forums 
 

• Innovative recognition system with 
badges tied to personal profiles and 
dashboards  



Growth trend over the last three years 
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I use the Learning Center to share ideas that I 
have and learn more about the ideas of others. 
What I’ve found in our practice is that, if you 
isolate yourself, it basically stunts your 
growth… there’s no follow-up or conversation 
with other educators… So the opportunity to 
talk “education” in these forums is very 
valuable, you get insights from other people 
regarding these resources. In that way it has 
been very crucial to my growth as an 
educator… 

Integrating high quality content with moderated 
discourse to improve personal practice: 
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 See: http://learningcenter.nsta.org/impact/impact 
  

http://learningcenter.nsta.org/impact/iimpact






Users may create topics of interest or join an on-going 
discussion.  The forums are integrated with the user’s profile 
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Users may respond to forum posts directly  
from their email client 
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As of 10/28, 7,429 users have created over 8,200 topics, and made 
76,648 posts. 
  
Regarding non-posters, we don’t have an exact count, but we know 
that there are about 4,000 page views per month in the forums. 
  
 

Community Forums Usage Stats 

Number of 
Unique Users 

Number of 
posts made 

2,207 1 

1,046 2 

612 3 

442 4 

837 5 

411 6 

309 7 

1,555 unique users 
have made at least 8 
posts to the forums 

Frequency 
Distribution: 
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NSTA Dilemma: Finding Useful Information in the NSTA LC 
Community Forums 

The NSTA Learning Center Community Forums are a popular destination 
for users of the professional learning portal, with over 7,300 users 
creating over 8,200 topics, and generating over 76,000 posts.   
 
The users’ challenge is that there is so much content in the forums that it 
can make them hard to navigate and to easily find the best discussions.   
 
How would you design the forums to provide users with an enhanced 
experience, so they are able to easily navigate through the individual 
topics, allowing them to quickly identify relevant discussions and like-
minded individuals to whom with connect for the purpose of future 
collaborations.  
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