SOCI S-11
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 
Perspectives on Society and the Individual
Harvard Summer School, Summer 2017
Lecture Time: Mondays, Wednesdays, 8:30-11:30 am 
Location: Boylston Hall (Fong Auditorium)
Professor:

Dr. Danilo Mandić
Department of Sociology

604 William James Hall
Office Hours: Mondays, 12:00-14:00.
mandic@fas.harvard.edu
Teaching Fellows:

TBD

Course Abstract

What is society? How can we understand it? What is the role of the individual in society, and how does society affect individual lives? This course introduces students to the field of sociology. By surveying social theory as well as empirical studies, students acquire what C. Wright Mills calls the "sociological imagination": the ability to think beyond our personal lives and to connect the experiences of individuals with large social structures. The course introduces students to classical theoretical traditions of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel, as well as their contemporary heirs. Readings include prominent empirical investigations into family dynamics, class inequalities, organizations, the nation-state, capitalism, democracy, and globalization. We examine common-sense assumptions about culture, politics, history, and psychology, and empower students to replace them with evidence-based reasoning. By emphasizing reading, writing, and critical thinking skills, this course helps students build the foundation for a deeper understanding of theory and methods in the social sciences.
Readings

Articles and book chapters are available on the course website. 
Course Requirements

Attendance (mandatory)
 




(5%)  

Class Discussion (mandatory)
 



(15%)
Weekly Quote Selection from Readings 



(20%)
First, Short Paper






(20%)
Final Paper 






(40%)
Students are expected to engage actively in class discussion. In addition, one day before section (24 hours prior), students will email mandic@fas.harvard.edu a quote from one of the readings and a brief question or comment prompted by the quote. Submitted quotes and questions/comments will be discussed and students should be prepared to elaborate on what intrigued them about their selection. 

For the first (short) paper (5-6 pages), students will select two sets of readings from two separate weeks (e.g. Week 2 and Week 6) to compare and contrast the major theoretical and empirical issues between them. Week choices and paper topics will be approved by the instructor at least one week prior to the deadline.
For the final (long) paper (10-12 pages), students will analyze a particular social phenomenon that interests them and formulate a specific research question. They will then give an explanatory argument addressing the research question, applying readings from at least three separate weeks (e.g. Week 1, Week 4, and Week 6). Research questions and week selections will be approved by the instructor at least two weeks prior to the deadline.  
Note on Accessibility Services

The Summer School is committed to providing an accessible academic and residential community. The accessibility services office offers a variety of accommodations and services to students with documented disabilities, permanent and temporary injuries, and chronic conditions. If you are a student with a disability, we engage you in an interactive process to provide you an equal opportunity to participate in, contribute to, and benefit from our academic and residential programs. The manager of accessibility services works with you, your instructor(s), and staff on an individualized, case-by-case basis to provide appropriate services to ensure you have a rich and rewarding academic and campus experience. For more information, please visit:

https://www.summer.harvard.edu/resources-policies/accessibility-services
Note on Academic Integrity
You are responsible for understanding Harvard Summer School policies on academic integrity (http://www.summer.harvard.edu/policies/student-responsibilities) and how to use sources responsibly. Not knowing the rules, misunderstanding the rules, running out of time, submitting the wrong draft, or being overwhelmed with multiple demands are not acceptable excuses. To support your learning about academic citation rules, please visit the Resources to Support Academic Integrity (http://www.summer.harvard.edu/resources-policies/resources-support-academic-integrity) where you will find links to the Harvard Guide to Using Sources and two free online 15-minute tutorials to test your knowledge of academic citation policy. The tutorials are anonymous open-learning tools. 

Late Policy for Deadlines

One partial grade will be deducted from papers and weekly responses that are turned in late (for example, an A- paper would be given a B+).  Another partial grade will be taken off for each additional 24 hours of tardiness. Extensions will be given in the case of medical emergencies or religious observance.  All requests for extensions should go directly to the course head and must be made in advance of the relevant deadline.

Course Outline
Part One:

Foundations of Sociology

 Class 1 (June 19th): Introduction

Randall Collins, “The Rise of the Social Sciences” (pp. 3-4).
Mills, C. Wright, “The Promise” in The Sociological Imagination (pp. 3-24).
 Class 2 (June 21st): Theoretical Inspirations
Karl Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach” and “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 143-5;
pp. 469-500.
Max Weber, “Politics as a Vocation,” and “Class, Status, Party,” in From Max Weber,
pp. 77-87; pp. 180-195.
Max Weber, “Domination and Legitimacy” in Economy and Society (3rd edition), pp. 
941-955.
Georg Simmel, “Domination” in On Individuality and Social Forms, pp. 96-120. 

Emile Durkheim, “Forms of Social Solidarity” in Selected Writings, pp. 123-140.
Class 3 (June 26th): Conceptualizing Power, Culture and Society
Steven Lukes, “Introduction” and “Power: A Radical View,” in Power: A Radical View 
(2nd Edition), pp. 1-38.
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, pp. 35-92, 155-183.

Robert Alford and Roger Friedland, “Theoretical Perspectives as Modes of Inquiry” in 
Powers of Theory: Capitalism, The State and Democracy, p.15-32.
Part Two:

Society and the Nation-State

Class 4 (June 28th): The State and Social Cohesion
Charles Tilly, “How War Made States and Vice-Versa” in Coercion, Capital, and
European States, AD 990-1990, pp. 67-95.
Michael Mann, “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and 
Results” in States in History, pp.109-36.
James C. Scott, “Cities, People and Language” in Seeing Like a State, pp. 53-85. 

Emile Durkheim, “Forms of Social Solidarity” and “The Division of Labour and Social
Differentiation” pp. 123-140; pp. 141-154. 
Class 5 (July 3rd): Nationalism, Race and Ethnic Identity
Max Weber, “The Nation” in From Max Weber, pp. 171-9.

Benedict Anderson, “Introduction” in Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin 
and Spread of Nationalism, pp. 1-7.
Frantz Fanon, “Black Skin, White Masks” in Contemporary Sociological Theory (3rd
Edition), pp. 417-425.

George Herbert Mead, “Mind, Self and Society,” pp.152-158; pp.173-178.

Erving Goffman, “The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life” in Contemporary
Sociological Theory (pp. 46-62) and “On Face-Work” in Interaction Ritual (pp. 5
45).

Rogers Brubaker and Frederick Cooper, "Beyond ‘Identity’" in Theory and Society 29 
(1), pp. 1-21.

Class 6 (July 5th): Social Movements
Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper (eds.), “When and Why do Social Movements 
Occur?” in The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts (2nd Edition), pp.
9-42.

Michael Mann, “Explaining the Rise of Interwar Authoritarianism and Fascism” in 
Fascists, pp. 31-92.

Eric Hobsbawm, “The Social Bandit” and “Mafia” in Social Bandits and Primitive
Rebels: Studies in Archaic Forms of Social Movement in the 19th and 20th
Centuries, pp. 13-56.  

Part Three:

Capitalism

 Class 7 (July 10th): Ideology, Networks and Embeddedness
Albert O. Hirschman, “How the Interests were Called Upon to Counteract the Passions”
in The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism Before Its 
Triumph, pp. 31-48.

Thorstein Veblen, “The Theory of the Leisure Class” in Social Stratification (3rd 
Edition), pp. 862-870.

Karl Polanyi, “Societies and Economic Systems” and “The Self-Regulating Market and
the Fictitious Commodities: Labor, Land and Money” in The Great
Transformation, pp. 43-56; pp. 68-76.
Georg Simmel, “The Triad” (pp. 145-169 in The Sociology of Georg Simmel).
Daniel Bell, “The Coming of Post-Industrial Society” in Educational Forum 40 (4), 
pp. 574-9.
Mark Granovetter, “Economic Embeddedness,” pp. 165-174 in Contemporary
Sociological Theor and “The Strength of Weak Ties” (American Journal of
Sociology, vol. pp. 1361-1366, 1371-1373, 1378-1380.

 Class 8 (July 12th): Welfare States and Migration
Gosta Esping-Anderson, “Introduction” and “Three Political Economies of the Welfare
State” in Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, pp. 1-34.
Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Evelyne Huber Stephens and John D. Stephens, “Capitalist
Development and Democracy” in Sociological Worlds: Comparative and
Historical Readings on Society, pp. 243-248.
Massey, D.S., 2003, June. Patterns and processes of international migration in the 21st
century. In Conference on African Migration in Comparative Perspective,
Johannesburg, South Africa (Vol. 4, No. 7), pp. 1-28.
Gibney, M.J. 2006. “’A Thousand Little Guantanamos’: Western States and Measures to
Prevent the Arrival of Refugees” in Displacement, Asylum, Migration, pp.139-
169.

First (Short) Paper due by noon on Friday, July 14th.

Part 4:

Democracy
Class 9 (July 17th): Inequality and Stratification
Gaetano Mosca, “The Ruling Class” in Social Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 268-275.

C.W. Mills, “The Power Elite” in The Power Elite (NewEdition), pp.269-298. 

Anthony Giddens, “Elites and Power” in Social Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 285-289.

William Domhoff, “Who Rules America,” in Social Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 290
295.
Pierre Bourdieu, “Social Space and Symbolic Space” and “Structures, Habitus,
Practices,” pp. 335-345; pp. 345-359 ; and “The Forms of Capital” (pp. 241-258
in Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education).
Class 10 (July 19th): Discrimination and Exclusion
Robert K. Merton, “Discrimination and the American Creed” in Sociological
Ambivalence and Other Essays, pp. 189-216.

Bruce Western, “Mass Imprisonment” in Punishment and Inequality in America, p. 11
33.

Michel Foucault, “Discipline and Punish,” pp. 314-323 and “The History of Sexuality,”
pp. 295-305.
Sharon Hays, “Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age of Welfare Reform” in
Social Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 407-417.

Annette Lareau, “Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life” in Social
Stratification (3rd Edition), pp. 926-936.
Part Five:

The Big Picture: Global Processes
Class 11 (July 24th): World System and World Society
Christopher Chase-Dunn and Thomas D. Hall, “Introduction” and “Part 1” in Rise and


Demise: Comparing World Systems, pp. 1-59.
John W. Meyer, John Boli, George M. Thomas, and Francisco O. Ramirez “World


Society and the Nation-State” in American Journal of Sociology 103, pp.144-181.
Zolberg, A.R., Suhrke, A. and Aguayo, S., 1986. International factors in the formation of
refugee movements. International Migration Review, pp.151-169.
Class 12 (July 26th): Globalization and its Discontents       
Frank Lechner and John Boli, The Globalization Reader, pp. 9-50.

David Harvey, "Globalization in Question" in Rethinking Marxism 8 (4), pp.1-17.
George Ritzer, “Preface,” “A Tour of the New Means of Consumption,” and “The



Revolution in Consumption and the Larger Society” in Enchanting a 



Disenchanted World: Revolutionizing the Means of Consumption, pp. xi – 47. 

Part Six:
Conclusions
Class 13 (July 31st): Looking Forward
R. W. Connell, “Why Is Classical Theory Classical?” (American Journal of Sociology,
vol. 102, pp. 1511-1557).

Alexander M. Hicks, Thomas Janoski and Mildred A. Schwartz, “Political Sociology in

the New Millenium” in The Handbook of Political Sociology, pp. 1-32.

Class 14 (August 2nd): Conclusion
No readings.
Final Paper due by noon on Thursday, August 3rd.
