
STORY MAP (from Writing for Story by Jon Franklin) 

This outline is made up of three-word sentences. Each statement represents an action/result. 
For each of these, fill in a subject-active verb-object. (i.e. “Jack leaves wife”). 
 
 
 
ACT 1 
Major complication:  
Semi-major complication:  

Development 1:  
Development 2: 
Development 3:  

Interlinked complication:  
Semi-major resolution:  
 
 
ACT 2 
Semi-major complication:  

Development 1:  
Development 2: 
Development 3:  

Interlinked complication: 
Semi-major resolution:  
 
 
ACT 3 
Semi-major complication:  

Development 1:  
Development 2: 
Development 3:  

Interlinked complication: 
Semi-major resolution:  
 
 
Act 4 
Semi-major complication:  

Development 1:  
Development 2: 
Development 3:  

Interlinked complication: 
Semi-major resolution:  
  
 
Act 5 
Semi-major complication (major complication restated):  

Development 1:  
Development 2: 
Development 3:  

Major resolution:  
 
 


