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Content of the Coursetc  \l 4 "Content of the Course"

What is the relation between your mind and your body? If you kick a rock hard enough, it will hurt. If you bite into a chocolate bar, there will be a distinctive taste in your mouth. The physical world has an effect on your mind. But what is the hurt? What is the taste? When your toe hurts, something goes on not only in your toe but also into your brain. Likewise, when the taste of chocolate fills your mouth, something also goes on in your brain. In both cases, your brain is affected because it is connected to other parts of your body by nerves. Nobody doubts any of this. In fact, we can create similar experiences in your mind by physically manipulating those parts of the brain, even when nothing is touching your toe and nothing in your mouth. 


But there are further questions and in answering them people differ. Is the place where these experiences occur – your mind – just your brain, or is it something different from your brain? And are these experiences physical aspects of your brain, or are they something beyond the physical aspects of your brain? If you answer “something different” and “something beyond,” then you are a Cartesian dualist. The 17th century French philosopher Rene Descartes did not think that your brain and the rest of your body are unaffected by hurts and tastes, but he argued that what goes on there does not exhaust what goes on because beyond your brain there is a mind or soul, where the hurt is felt and the chocolate taste is tasted. On the other hand, if you answer “just your brain” and “just physical aspects of the brain” to my questions, then you are a physicalist. In that case, you do not believe that there are minds or souls beyond our brains, and you do not believe that there is anything to your experience beyond the physical aspects of your brain.


The problem of how to answer my two questions is what people sometimes label as the “mind-body problem.” In explaining how something works – for example, how something flies – further questions of something extra do not arise, since we think we can see all the way down how what happens does so as the result of what happens within and among the parts of the thing. Even if we cannot see inside the parts themselves, we think we understand why what’s inside is irrelevant to the working of the thing being explained. But in the case of the mind, no such explanation can even start. We do not see in even a general way how to correlate what goes on within the brain and what goes on within experience, much less all the way down.

How, then, do our minds fit into a material world? In this course, we will review strategies by dualists and physicalists for solving the mind-body problem, but also other approaches – such as behaviorism, functionalism, emergentism and eliminativism. We will pay special attention to the features of the mind that make the problem hard – such as subjective experience, the unity of consciousness and the “aboutness” of our states of mind. Throughout the course, we will consider how recent work in psychology and neuroscience relates to the philosophical debates.
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Readings and class meetings.  The course will consist of sixteen class meetings.  We will read and discuss a mix of classics and contemporary articles in the philosophy of mind. Your doing the assigned reading is an essential part of the course.  In a course like this, the emphasis is on quality, not quantity, of reading.  Some of the readings will be harder than others and you may need to re-read them. The required reading is indicated on the pages at the end of this syllabus. Please complete each week’s reading before the class meeting for that week, so that you can follow what I say about it and participate in our discussion of it.

Class discussion, the discussion section requirement and chatrooms.  Philosophical thinking requires philosophical discussion.  Thus, I will try to devote a part of each class meeting to discussing the works assigned for that meeting.  My lectures are often informal, and you should feel free – in fact, I urge you – to interrupt me with questions or comments.  


Despite the time set aside during class, I want to offer further occasions for discussion. There will be a discussion section, hosted by the TA, during the hour before class. Online there will be at least one weekly chatroom session at a time to be arranged, depending on students’ schedules.  I would like every credit student to participate in at least one of these forums during the term. 

Graduate, undergraduate and noncredit status.  Most but not all the students are taking the course for credit, and among those taking it for credit, some are graduate students and some are undergraduates.  Graduate students are required to write longer, a bit more substantial papers than undergraduates. Those of you taking the course on a noncredit basis should not feel obligated by the credit requirements.  On the other hand, you should feel free to participate in any way that credit students do.  The only difference is that you will not be graded for your work.  

Writing requirements, course requirements and the final grade.  This is a writing-intensive course. Writing-intensive courses at Harvard Extension offer students the opportunity to develop their writing skills in the context of a particular academic discipline, and they all feature common elements. In writing-intensive courses, students (1) develop core writing skills, as defined by the instructor, in the discipline of the course; (2) complete multiple writing assignments of varying lengths, at least two of which must be revised; (3) produce a certain minimum of writing, exclusive of the required revisions, over the course of the term; (4) meet at least once in individual conference (in person, by phone, or electronically) with the instructor or TA to discuss writing in progress; and (5) receive detailed feedback on their drafts and revisions, on both content and expression.


There will be two essay assignments and a take-home examination at the end.  An optional written assignment, due Sept. 26, is a practice assignment. It will be 3 to 4 pages in length (900 to 1200 words, typewritten and double-spaced).  Although it is an optional piece of work, not required and not graded, I strongly encourage all students to do it to prepare for the graded papers, especially those unfamiliar with the peculiarities of writing philosophy papers.  The two graded papers will each be 6 to 8 pages in length for undergraduates (1800 to 2500 words, typewritten and double-spaced), 10 pages or so for graduate students (around 3000 words), and will be based on topics I will distribute several weeks before each due date.  Rewrites will be required for both papers. The first draft of the first graded paper is due on Oct. 17, the rewrite two weeks later. The first draft of the second graded paper is due on Nov. 22, the rewrite two weeks later. Turning your paper late, especially without an extension, will make it hard to keep to this timetable.


The take-home final examination will be an essay-type exam. The week before you receive it, you will receive study questions which will include the exam questions as well as others. You will not know in advance which questions I will include on the exam. You will be given exam questions after class on Dec.17, and your answers will be due on Dec. 21, by email.


Your final grade will come from (1) your grades on the two graded essays (25% apiece), (2) your exam grade (25%) and (3) a participation grade (25%, based on your attendance at lectures, your participation in the section and chatrooms, and any reading responses you do).


Again, all written work must be submitted by email.


Extensions and withdrawals.  Several years ago, the Extension School changed its policy on permanent incompletes.  They are no longer available.  If you register, do not withdraw and do not complete the course, you now receive a failing grade.  You should formally withdraw online by the withdrawal deadline, Nov. 27, if you will not be completing the course, to avoid a failing grade.


Most of your written work will be due prior to the withdrawal date.  Thus, you will know by this time whether you are able to complete the work.  Informal extensions with us are sometimes available but they must always be worked out in advance with the person grading the paper.


Students with disabilities. The Extension School is committed to providing an accessible academic community. The Disability Services Office offers a variety of accommodations and services to students with documented disabilities. For more information please visit www.extension.harvard.edu/resources-policies/resources/disability-services-accessibility.

  
The Writing Center.  You can receive help with your writing at Harvard’s Writing Center. 
To find out more, click on the Writing Center link under “Resources” on the Extension School website. Based on your first papers, the TA or I might ask that you contact the Writing Center.


Academic honesty. You are responsible for understanding Harvard Extension School policies on academic integrity (www.extension.harvard.edu/resources-policies/student-conduct/academic-integrity) and how to use sources responsibly. Not knowing the rules, misunderstanding the rules, running out of time, submitting "the wrong draft", or being overwhelmed with multiple demands are not acceptable excuses. There are no excuses for failure to uphold academic integrity. To support your learning about academic citation rules, please visit the Harvard Extension School Tips to Avoid Plagiarism (www.extension.harvard.edu/resources-policies/resources/tips-avoid-plagiarism), where you'll find links to the Harvard Guide to Using Sources and two, free, online 15-minute tutorials to test your knowledge of academic citation policy. The tutorials are anonymous open-learning tools.
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Four books, all available locally at the Harvard Coop and online at Amazon.com, contain most of the required reading.  In the list of reading assignments which follows, assignments in these books are referred to by their authors’ names.  Assigned readings not in these books will be at the course website. I will also put “optional background reading” on the website sometimes; it is not required reading but might be helpful or interesting to you. The Coop will begin returning books well before the end of the term.  Some books I have ordered may be hard to find at other bookstores (especially so, if other students are in your shoes and also looking for them).  You may thus want to get them well before you are to use them or order them directly from Amazon.com or the publisher. 

Books Available at the Bookstore
Susan Blackmore, Consciousness, Oxford.

Daniel Dennett, Consciousness Explained, Little, Brown.

Rene Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Hackett.

John Perry, A Dialogue Concerning Personal Identity and Immortality, Hackett.

Reading and Writing Assignments (Subject to Possible Change)
Sept. 3

The Mind-Body Problem
Optional Reading: Nagel’s What Does It All Mean?,ch. 4(online)
Sept. 10
Descartes’s Dualism
Reading: Descartes’s Meditations, I, II, excerpt from III, VI
Sept. 17
Problems of Consciousness
Reading: Blackmore, pp. 2-17; Ryle and Chalmers (online)







Sept. 24
Problems of Consciousness (cont.)
Reading: Blackmore, pp. 18-31; Nagel and Jackson (online)
Oct. 1

What Consciousness
Reading: Blackmore, pp. 32-66


Does & What It’s Like



Oct. 8

Concepts of 
Reading: Block’s “Concepts of Consciousness” and “Comparing


Consciousness

the Major Theories of Consciousness” (online)
Oct. 15
Representational & HOT
Reading: Peacocke & Rosenthal articles (online)



Theories of Consciousness




Oct. 22
Attention 
Reading: Blackmore, pp 67-81; Block’s “The Grain of 






Vision and the Grain of Attention” (online)
Oct. 29
The Cartesian Theater
Reading: Blackmore, pp, 82-100; Dennett, chapters 5 & 6

Nov. 6

Dennett on Zombiehood
Reading: Dennett, chapter 10 & 11


and Qualia





Nov. 13
Dennett on What It’s Like
Reading: Dennett, chapters 12 & 14; McConnell excerpt (online)
Nov. 20
Theories of Self
Reading: Blackmore, pp. 102-132; Perry’s Dialogue;





Hume’s “Of Personal Identity” (online)

Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 3

The Brain
Reading: Blackmore, chs. 10-12
Dec. 10
Evolution of Consciousness
Reading: Blackmore, chs. 13-15
Dec. 17
Conscious Machines
Reading: Blackmore, chs. 16-18; Turing & Searle excerpts






(online)
Optional Writing Assignment (not required) due: September 26
Writing Assignment #1 first draft (required) due: October 17
Writing Assignment #1 rewrite (required) due: October 31
Writing Assignment #2 first draft (required) due: November 22 
Withdrawal Date: November 27
Writing Assignment #2 rewrite (required) due: December 5
Take-home examination: distributed December 17, due December 21
