JOUR E-140a News Reporting for the Web, Print, and Other Platforms

Instructor: Yaakov Katz

yaakovkatz@gmail.com
Office Hours: TBA

Class time: Wednesdays, 3-5 pm EST 

Course taught via live web conference using Blackboard Collaborate.
Goal: 

With the ongoing changes to the media industry, journalists are being asked to function as "jacks of all trades" with the need to write articles for newspapers, provide updates from the field on breaking news for websites, to blog, tweet and also take pictures and edit videos. 

The purpose of this course will be to provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to report on news while using a variety of platforms, sometimes simultaneously. Students will learn to think, report and write like professional journalists. We will learn about the new audiences journalists are interacting with and the challenges they are facing. By the end of the course, students should be comfortable working in a range of media settings – whether in print or strictly online. 

Requirements: 

Attendance at class is mandatory unless there is a case of a medical or family emergency. Assignments must be handed in by 12 a.m. EST on Wednesdays unless announced differently in class. Late assignments will be docked half a grade for every late day. We will workshop some of the assignments during each class. Students will also be required to participate in class discussions. 

Required Reading:

* Inside Reporting: A Practical Guide to the Craft of Journalism (3rd Edition) by Tim Harrower

* Journalism Next: A Practical Guide to Digital Reporting and Publishing - 2nd Edition' - Mark Briggs - Required

Recommended Reading:
*Letters to a Young Journalist by Samuel Freedman

* Associated Press Stylebook 

Plagiarism: 

Journalists are trained to never lie, cheat, copy or steal the ideas or products of others. Harvard’s official rules state: “All homework assignments, projects, lab reports, papers, and examinations submitted to a course are expected to be the student’s own work. Students should always take great care to distinguish their own ideas and knowledge from information derived from sources. The term “sources” includes not only primary and secondary material published in print or online, but also information and opinions gained directly from other people. The responsibility for learning the proper forms of citation lies with the individual student. Quotations must be placed properly within quotation marks and must be cited fully. In addition, all paraphrased material must be acknowledged completely. Whenever ideas or facts are derived from a student’s reading and research or from a student’s own writings, the sources must be indicated.”

Grade:

Final grades will be calculated as follows- 

In class exercises and class participation – 20%

Outside writing assignments – 40%

Final project – 40%

What letter grades mean:

“A” stories are accurate, clear, comprehensive stories that are well written and require only minor editing (i.e., they are publishable). 

“B” stories require more than minor editing, and have a few style or spelling errors or one significant error of omission. 

“C” stories are stories that need considerable editing or rewriting and/or have many spelling, style or omission errors. 

“D” stories require excessive rewriting and have numerous errors, and should not have been submitted. 

“E” stories have failed to meet the major criteria of the assignment, have factual errors or both. 
Note: This schedule may change, depending on the progress of the class and the availability of our guest speakers. I will make sure the reading and homework assignments are clear before the end of each class.

Class 1 (September 2): Getting started

 

We will introduce ourselves and go over the syllabus and the expectations for the course, including a brief discussion of journalistic ethics. Finally, we will brainstorm how to find good story ideas. 

We will split into breakout sessions and do a short interview with one another about our scariest moment. Will need to be written in third person. 

Assignment - Start familiarizing yourselves with the news. 

1) Pick a paper and read it (online or in print). 

2) Come to next class with three story ideas. One needs to be on a national level in your country, one on a local level in your city and one on with an international scope. List at least two realistic sources you can interview for each story. 

3) Sharpen personal interviews.

Reading for next class
· Inside Reporting - p. 18-31, 36-51
Class 2 (September 9) — How do journalists think?
We will talk about your story ideas. Are they good and realistic. Discussions will focus on journalism basics – what’s news and what’s not and what is an inverted pyramid. We will also discuss what journalists do and what role they play in society. We'll then start workshopping some of your work.
Assignment - 

1) Cover a cultural/sports/news event or something else which I approve with a local news angle. Piece should be 350-400 words
2) Interview at least 2 people there. Write contact details of sources at the bottom of the piece.
Readings for next class: 
Inside Reporting – p. 82-83
Class 3 (September 16) - Reporting, writing in a newsroom

We will spend most of the class workshopping our pieces. We will then continue to discuss how to identify news and to hone our writing skills. 

We will look at the art of reporting from the field, how to heighten one's senses and to know what to look for (facts, color, description etc...). 
We'll also talk about quotes – how to use them, when and where in an article. 
Assignment
Fix up your last assignment based on class comments. Offer a new lead/angle.

Readings for next class: 

Inside Reporting p. 74-86
Class 4 (September 23) – Sourcing

We will finish workshopping those who didn’t get a chance in the last class and then we will talk about sources. How do you find sources? Where? How do you get them to trust you? 

Assignment- Find a press conference. Either attend (preferred if possible) or watch online/TV and write a story. Make sure it is the important news. Write a story - 350 words. Make sure you lead with the right news.  

Readings for next class: 

Inside Reporting – 68-75
Class 5 (September 30) - Chasing a story and the art of interviewing

We will practice deadlines and interviewing: You will have 15 minutes to do “man-on-the-street” interviews outside wherever you might be. When you get back, you will have 15 minutes to write a 300-word story off your interviews. I want color and strong quotes! We will then workshop some of the stories. 

Assignment – Polish, fix up your street interviews and extend them to 350 words. 

Select a beat from the list provided in class. Create a list of at least 10 sources you would need to get to know for your beat. Come up with two story ideas on your beat and outline how you would go about getting it done.
Readings for next class: 

- Inside Reporting, p. 94-115

- Can Anyone Replace the Local Beat Reporter?, http://www.theatlantic.com/special-report/ideas-2010/archive/2010/06/can-anyone-replace-the-local-beat-reporter/58348/
- What Does it Take To Be the Best? http://www.poynter.org/how-tos/newsgathering-storytelling/chip-on-your-shoulder/5229/beat-reporting-what-does-it-take-to-be-the-best/
Class 6 (October 7) - Beat reporting GUEST SPEAKER
We will discuss the pros and cons of being a beat reporter and the value in such journalists. We will talk about story ideas as well as the different ways a beat reporter might cover a story for a news website or for the next day's newspaper. We will also look at the challenge in being manipulated by the newsmakers.

Assignment 

Inside Reporting, p. 52-63

Assignment - Find a local angle for your beat and write a 350 word story. Take a day to come up with an idea and then get to work on it. 

Class 7 (October 14) - Wrapping up reporting

We will workshop the interviews and sum up the first half of the term, discuss the skills we’ve learned, review possible weak points before moving into the digital world. We will workshop some more of the street interviews, brainstorm how to conduct research and find newsworthy people for stories. 

Assignment - Write a profile of someone interesting who has a story that is newsworthy. Someone who has done something interesting. Ask good questions. Write strong sentences and think hard about the lead and the nut graph. Needs to be at least 400 words. 

Readings
Inside Reporting – p. 157-180
Journalism Next – p. 1-10 and 115-130
Optional - "How Digital Natives Experience News" - http://jpalfrey.andover.edu/2006/05/20/how-digital-natives-experience-news/
Class 8 (October 21) - What was journalism and what has it become?

We will start the class workshopping some of your profiles. 
We will identify the different media platforms that journalists write for and discuss the impact technology has had on journalism's public role and on how journalists do their jobs. We will look at the opportunities but also at the problems and challenges. 

Readings for next class:
Inside Reporting – p. 166-167

Journalism Next – 9. 287-289
"Speed Demons" – http://www.cjr.org/behind_the_news/speed_demons.php?page=all
Class 9 (October 28) - Is accuracy worth anything anymore?     
Roll up your sleeves and be prepared to work. During this class we will run a number of simulations with breaking news stories. We will talk about accuracy and fact checking and run simulations in class to write news and quickly update the articles based on online developments. 

Assignment - Find and bring to class a news story that you think might have some problems with accuracy. Write a news story on a sensitive issue (to be determined in class) and write sentences showing how language impacts meaning of story. Write two tweets that you could tweet from your story. 

Readings for next class:

- Inside Reporting, p. 120-125, 143-151

- Study this case from the Washington Post (read the links inside the stories as well): 

http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2011-03-18/opinions/35261321_1_plagiarism-post-executive-editor-post-reporter
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/press_box/2011/03/why_the_washington_post_plagiarism_matters.single.html
Class 10 (November 4) – Libel, plagiarism and feature writing GUEST SPEAKER

Journalists are constantly under public scrutiny. This class will be about ethics and what causes some journalists to violate them. We will discuss the importance of attribution, why editors are important and how we can heighten our senses to be aware that something we are writing is potentially dangerous.

We will then have a guest speaker who will talk about writing strong narrative non-fiction stories.

During class we will also start to talk about our final projects.

Assignment – Pick a story for a feature. Start writing. Get to at least 300 words. Stop in the middle and focus on improving the lead.

Readings for next class

Foreign News: Exploring the World of Foreign Correspondents – Read/Skim Chapter 2 (I will provide the file).
Class 11 (November 11) – Foreign Reporting
Reporters are often sent to places they have never been. They are parachuted into a war zone, or sent to cover an election and expected to immediately produce copy. How is it possible? What can be done to help? 

Assignment – Pick an international story happening right now and imagine being sent to cover it. Outline for us how you spend your first 24 hours, who you speak to, what you do. 

Readings for next class:

- Journalism Next – Section on Digital Photography
- Skim through the New York Times' Lens Blog - http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
Class 12 (November 18) – Photography & Jack of all Trades – GUEST SPEAKER
We will look over outlines and then move to photography. 

As newspapers downsize and cut staff, reporters are being called on to do a number of jobs at once – to report, write, take pictures, film video etc… This class will be hands on and we will look at some of the basic skills required to take good photographs that can accompany a news story. Please come with either a smartphone or a digital camera. 

Assignment - We will choose a topic to cover and you will need to write a 200 word story and take three photos that compliment it based on the skills we learned in class.

Readings for next class: 

- Journalism Next – p. 104-113 and 263-287
- Inside Reporting, p. 162-163 

- What Every Young Journalist Should Know About Twitter, http://www.poynter.org/how-tos/journalism-education/188408/what-every-young-journalist-should-know-about-using-twitter/
Class 13 (December 2) – Using Twitter and Facebook as tools for journalists

We will start class workshopping some of the articles and photos. 
We will then dive deeper into the world of Twitter where everyone can be a journalist or an opinion writer and where it makes no difference if you have 100 followers or 10,000 since everyone can break news. We will review some of the skills for using Twitter and Facebook as a journalistic tools and debate the advantages and risks they pose. 
Assignment: Start working on your final project. The deadline is approaching. Bring your ideas and a basic outline to the next class including who you will be interviewing. We will share our ideas with one another and tighten them up.

Readings for next class:

- Journalism Next p. 37-60
- Inside Reporting, p. 164-165

- When Journalists Blog, http://www.nieman.harvard.edu/reportsitem.aspx?id=100696
Class 14 (December 9) – Wrapping up
Everyone will have an opportunity to present their final project idea – what the story is, who they plan to interview and the outline. We will help each other build a better story. 

If time allows, we will discuss blogs. 

Journalism used to have a traditional model – people waited for newspapers which were put together by educated/trained reporters and editors. That structure though has been bypassed by the millions of bloggers who are now interacting with the public independently and unfiltered. Is this real journalism? How does it impact the industry and what does it mean for traditional media?

We will drill some blog ideas and posts with strong opinions. Idea is to write about something interesting/provocative. 

Assignment: Finish final project which needs to be submitted by the following Wednesday or sooner.
Week of December 13
This is the last week of the term. Instead of a formal class, I will hold one-on-one meetings with each of you to go over the course and review your final project. The deadline for the project will be 12 AM Wednesday December 16. We will then hold our meetings Sunday-Tuesday. 

By Yaakov Katz: Your instructor was a 2013 fellow at the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University. He was the military reporter and defense analyst for The Jerusalem Post newspaper and the Israel correspondent for Jane’s Defence Weekly. 
He is the co-author of “Israel vs. Iran: The Shadow War”, which was a bestseller in Israel and was published in the United States in 2012. His second book, "Weapon Wizards" is scheduled to be published in 2017 by St. Martin's Press.

Between 2003 and 2008, he served as USA Today’s correspondent in Israel and has written for a number of additional publications in the US and Europe. 

