[This is a sample of an information sheet suitable for exempt research involving interviews. To use this sample, substitute the appropriate wording for bracketed and italicized instructions. Be sure the final version contains no brackets or instructions.] 

Note to students: Because normally none of you will be working with populations that I judge in any way to be “at risk” (such as minors, undocumented immigrants, homeless persons, etc.), and which would require written consent, I encourage you instead to use oral consent. As we discussed in class, oral consent allows you to begin your interview in a conversational way with your interview subject, which may help to put them at ease. It also allows them to be able to ask you more detailed questions about the goals and purposes of research project beyond the general information that you offer them through the sample consent script below. Remember that the interview will be most successful when you treat it as a “two-way street” of information exchange between yourself and your interviewee. Moreover, while you need to make sure that you include all the information below as part of your consent script, you should adapt the wordings to be as clear and colloquial as possible—also for ease of engagement into the discussion to follow and to make sure that your interviewee really does understand why you are interested in talking to them. In this case, you will use the document below as a script to remind you what to cover in this conversation, and then you can leave it with the interviewee as an “Info Sheet” for them to take home in case they have questions later. 
So, for example, you could start the “consent process” by saying something like: “I want to take a minute to really explain to you why I am interested in interviewing you for my Social Studies research project. Please listen carefully to this information, and let me know if you have any questions about anything I tell you. After I am done explaining my project to you, you can decide whether you are comfortable participating in my research.”
 Informed Consent Oral script/ Info Sheet
My name is [list researcher’s name] from Harvard University, and I am asking you to take part in my research study for a class project. 

I would like to interview you to learn more about [briefly describe research]. The interview will last about [XX minutes or hours].

You can skip questions that you do not want to answer or stop the interview at any time.
I will keep the data I collect confidential, and will not share your personal information with anyone outside the research team [Note: if you are allowing the participants to decide whether to be named, you may add “if you so request.” You should always ask the participant if they want to be named at the end of the interview. If you are not going to keep the information confidential, say so; this is acceptable as long as the participant agrees].  

Being in this study is voluntary. Are you comfortable participating in this project? Do you understand that you can stop the interview or refuse to answer any questions at any time? Do you have any additional questions for me before we begin?
If I have any questions, concerns or complaints about this research study, who can I talk to?
The researcher for this study is [insert investigator name] who can be reached at [insert investigator contact information: phone number, mailing address, and email address.] 
The faculty sponsor is Dr. Alison Denton Jones who can be reached by email: adjones@fas.harvard.edu, phone: (617) 871-0447, and at: 
Social Studies, Harvard University, 33 Kirkland St., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138.  
· If you have questions, concerns, or complaints,

· If you would like to talk to the research team,

· If you think the research has harmed you, or 

· If you wish to withdraw from the study. 

[Type text]
[Type text]
[Type text]

[Sample Exempt Interview Oral Script, 5-28-2013 – change this footer to study-specific information or delete]


