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Sample Consent Form (Oral Consent Script) for Interviews: SS98jl Course Projects 2016
Note to students: Because none of you will be working with populations that I judge in any way to be “at risk” (such as minors, homeless persons, etc.), and which would require written consent, I encourage you instead to use oral consent. As we discussed in class, oral consent allows you to begin your interview in a conversational way with your interview subject, which may help to put them at ease. It also allows them to be able to ask you more detailed questions about the goals and purposes of research project beyond the general information that you offer them through the sample consent script below. Remember that the interview will be most successful when you treat it as a “two-way street” of information exchange between yourself and your interviewee. Moreover, while you need to make sure that you include all the information below as part of your consent script, you should adapt the wordings to be as clear and colloquial as possible—also for ease of engagement into the discussion to follow and to make sure that your interviewee really does understand why you are interested in talking to her. 

So, for example, you could start the “consent process” by saying something like: “I want to take a minute to really explain in detail to you why I am interested in interviewing you for my Social Studies research project. Please listen carefully to this information, and let me know if you have any questions about anything I tell you. After I am done explaining my project to you, you can decide whether you are comfortable participating in my research.”
	INSTRUCTIONS:  To use this template, complete all required sections (substituting appropriate language for any italicized wording) and any applicable optional sections (marked “if applicable”), then delete all shaded instruction boxes, italicized instructions, brackets and omitted optional sections prior to submitting this form. Refer to the <Template Guide> for additional instructions.
This template is only appropriate for research on adults that is no more than minimal risk (briefly, the risks are no more than those of everyday life, see  <Template Guide> for the full definition and additional information for other populations such as parents of minors).


	Study Title: Participation and Political Views Among Former Occupy Members

	Researcher: Jane Doe

	Version Date: – delete this row if version date is in footer


Participation is voluntary
It is your choice whether or not to participate in this research. If you choose to participate, you can skip questions that you do not want to answer, or change your mind and stop the interview at any time. [only keep this if there is some compensation - Refusal to participate or stopping your participation will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.]
What is the purpose of this research?
The purpose of this research is to [learn about why Harvard students got involved in “Occupy” and about whether and how their political views have changed since they got involved] 
How long will I take part in this research?
Your participation will [involve one one-hour interview] 
What can I expect if I take part in this research?

As a participant, you will [be interviewed once.  I will ask you questions about how and why you got involved in the “Occupy” movement, what your experience in the movement was like, and about whether and how your political views have changed since you participated.]

With your permission, I will record the interviews so I don't have to make so many notes. You will not be asked to state your name on the recording. [If applicable.]
What are the risks and possible discomforts?

	INSTRUCTIONS: Describe any reasonably foreseeable risks or discomforts (whether physical, psychological, privacy, legal, social or economic) that may result from participating in the study 


[No risks are anticipated.] [Students should say: “I don’t intend to ask you any questions that will make you feel upset or uncomfortable. If at any time I do ask something that makes you feel that way, you need to let me know, and I will stop the interview. You can refuse to answer any question I ask you at any time.”]
{or}

If you choose to participate, [fill in any risks or discomforts]
[Are there any benefits from being in this research study? –if applicable] 
	INSTRUCTIONS: If there are no direct benefits, omit this section or say: “We do not expect any direct benefits to you from your taking part in this research.”  If there may be benefits, say: “We cannot promise any benefits to you or others from your taking part in this research. However, possible benefits include [fill in possible benefits including benefits to a particular population or society at large]


This is a chance for you to tell your story about your experiences concerning [your involvement in this issue and the social movement around it, and why that is important to you]. 
[Will I be compensated for participating in this research? –if applicable]
	INSTRUCTIONS:  Include the following information:

· Money or other forms of compensation, reimbursements, gifts, incentives or raffles
· Both the method and the timing of the compensation

· The amount of compensation if the participant does not complete the entire study 

If participants will not be paid or will not receive other forms of compensation for participation, you may omit this section (including the header) or say: “You will not be compensated for participating in this research.”


You will receive [fill in as appropriate or delete section]
If I take part in this research, how will my privacy be protected? What happens to the information you collect? 

	INSTRUCTIONS: Describe confidentiality protections or the lack thereof. If personally-identifiable information is recorded, include the second paragraph at the end of this section. 


[My recording of [if applicable] and notes on our interview will be kept on my computer, which is password-protected.  My instructor may review the notes with your name on them as she checks to make sure that the research has been done properly.  I will identify you in the paper I write by a pseudonym, and the key code linking your name to the pseudonym will also be kept on my password-protected computer. No one other than me will listen to the recording, and it will be erased when my final paper has been graded.]
If I have any questions, concerns or complaints about this research study, who can I talk to?
The researcher for this study is [insert investigator name] who can be reached at [insert investigator contact information: phone number, mailing address, and email address.] The faculty sponsor is Dr. Alison Denton Jones who can be reached by email: adjones@fas.harvard.edu, phone: (617) 871-0447, and at Social Studies, Harvard University, 33 Kirkland St., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138.  
· If you have questions, concerns, or complaints,

· If you would like to talk to the research team,

· If you think the research has harmed you, or 

· If you wish to withdraw from the study. 

{This section does not apply to your class projects, so delete.}

This research has been reviewed by the Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in Research at Harvard University.  They can be reached at 617-496-2847, 1414 Massachusetts Avenue, Second Floor, Cambridge, MA 02138, or cuhs@fas.harvard.edu for any of the following:
· If your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team,

· If you cannot reach the research team,

· If you want to talk to someone besides the research team, or
· If you have questions about your rights as a research participant.
	INSTRUCTIONS: There is no requirement to obtain a participant’s signature for minimal risk research. The following sections should be used if you choose to obtain a signature (indicate the same choice in Protocol Template question #7.3). 


I discourage you from requiring written permission for your class projects.  Instead, I ask you to note oral consent on the recording by asking the following questions: Do you fully understand why I am conducting this research? Are you comfortable participating in this project? Do you understand that you can stop the interview or refuse to answer any questions at any time? Do you have any additional questions for me before we begin? If you do not record, simply make sure to wrap up this consent discussion with a version of those questions.]
[Statement of Consent –if applicable]
I have read the information in this consent form.  All my questions about the research have been answered to my satisfaction.  

[SIGNATURE –if applicable] 
Your signature below indicates your permission to take part in this research. You will be provided with a copy of this consent form. 
________________________________________________________



    Printed name of participant

________________________________________________________    _____________________



        Signature of participant





Date
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