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Over a week after the Attica
massacre, word has leaked out (both
through inmates and lawyers) that
not all the prisoners who died were
killed during the assault on the pri-
son September 13, It is now known
that several men who were leaders
of the rebellion were alive after the
assault, only to be executed and

“reporteddead several days later.
According to Tom Soto of the Pri-
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soners Soldarity Committee, who
wag in Attica during the rebellion
at the request of the prisoners,
Assemblyman Arthur O, Eve, State
Senator Garcia,and Representative
Herman Badillo all reporxted pri-
vately that they saw Elliot Barkley
alive after the police assault,

““They told me,” said Soto, ‘‘that
when they were taken into D Block
by Assistant Commissioner of Cor-
rections Dunbar on the Monday
morning of the massacre, they saw
four inmates lying naked, face down
on the ground, One of them was
Barkley, and Eve said he was alive,
Dunbar told them that these were
the prisoners who had done the
threat=slashing and castrating of
the hostages (later to be exposed
-as a complete lie).”

The questions now remain: When
was Elliot Barkley murdered and
by whom?

(continued on PSC 3)
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Oppressed

bury their
Attica dead
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People raise fists in solidarity with slain prisoners.

Harlem honors Attica

by JOHN DIAZ

NEW YORK, Sept. 25— A funeral march and
rally were held in Brooklyn today sponsored by a
coalition of about (wenty=two groups, amongthem
the New York and New Jersey Chapters of the
Black Panther Party, the Young Lords Party,
Black Liberation Party, Committee against At-
tica Massacre, Republic of New Africa, and many
others, The march, held in honor of six of the
murdered brothers of Attica, also contained a
contingent from the Prisoners Solidarity Com-
mittee,

On Friday, Sept. 24, the day before the march,
the caskets of the murdered prisoners were taken
from a funeral home in Manhattan and brought
to the Sumner Armory in Brooklyn after the rela-
tives forced their way in, The funeral services
originally were to be held at the Sumner Armory,
but this had to be changed to the Cornerstone
Baptist Church on the corner of Madison and
Lewis, because Rockefeller, even after murder-
ing the prisoners, wouldn’t allow their families
to use the Armory.

On Saturday, the caskets were to be driven
from the church to Fulton and Flatbush for the
funeral march., At about 12:30 the cars arrived
with the caskets. People lined up along the side-
walk with their clenched fists raised insolidarity
as the cars slowly moved past them, One could
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notice great sorrow on the almost expressionless
faces of the people, but it was also evident that
they were very angry because of the Attica
masBacre,

As the last car drove by, the people fell in
behind it to begin their march through Bedford-
Stuyvesant to the church, The marchers moved
on, clapping and chanting ‘‘Remember the mas-
sacre— Remember Attica,”” while people from
the community gathered along the sidewalks rais-
ing their clenched fists in solidarity, Many joined
us in the march,

Just before arriving at the church, the caskets
were removed from the cars and carried the
rest of the way. Five of the caskets were covered
with the Black Liberation flag and one with the
Puerto Rican flag, They were set up on the altar
in front of a speaking platform. Brothers and
Sisters from the Panther Party were stationed
around the altar on security, with rifles and
Black Liberation flags.

At one point the church was packed with about
two thousand people, with at least another thousand
outside. Some of the speakers were relatives
of the brothers who died in the Attica rebellion.

BODY MIXUP

Thomas Hicks was supposedly one of the slain
brothers of Attica. But his immediate family
said that the body Rockefeller’s government had
sent as Tom Hicks was not Hicks at all, Tom had
been shot in the mouth a few years back by a pig.
As a result he had two front teeth missing, He
also had a pierced ear,

But the body which had been sent had all its
teeth and no pierced ear, So the question is,
where is Tom Hicks? and who is this dead
brother? To add to the mystery, the Prisoners
Solidarity Committee received a letter on Satur-
day, Sept. 25, from a brother in Attica who was
involved in the rebellion (we won’t mention his
name for fear of reorisals against him). He had
heard that Tom Hicks was on the list of dead, but
had seen Tom Hicks alive after the assault in
Attica had taken place, He also saw him alive, in
the custody of guards, one hour after they had
been locked up in their cells. So we ask again,
where is Tom Hicks?

After the rally at the church ended, the caskets
were put back on the cars, Three of them had to
be taken to a medical examiner
printed to try to get proper and positive identi-
fication of them. The other three were taken to
Frederick Douglass Cemetery on Staten Island
where they were buried, The six slain brothers
were: John Barnes, Harold Thomas, Rafael Vas-
quez, Manuel Johnson, Frank Williams, and an
unknown brother who was supposed to be Thomas
Hicks.

AVENGE ATTICA — TEAR THE PRISONS DOWN!

by JOHN DIAZ

NEW YORK, Sept. 18— Ever since
the heroic rebellion at Attica and
the brutal massgacre thatfollowedon
September 13, there have beendem-
onstrations, protests, marches, and
rallies all over the country. One of
these was a protest march and rally
which took place in Harlem today.
The demonstration was sponsored by
about 40 Third World organizations
and was one of the largest protests
that Harlem has seen in recent
years,

The march started from two dif-
ferent points, one at 138th Street and
the other at 110th Street and con-,
verged at 125th Street and 7th Avenue
into a massive rally, About 600
people began marching from 110th
Street, Brightly colored banners of
the Prisoners Solidarity Committee
and the Third World Caucus of Youth
Against War & Fascism were visible
for passersby to see, They read
‘‘Prisons are concentration camps
for the poor,’” and ‘“Free all political
prisoners,’” As the march grew,
angry demonstrators chanted:‘'Re-
member Attica!’” and ‘‘1, 2, 3, 4, open
up the prison doors!’’ People from

the community gathered onthe side-
walks all along the way and respond-
ed with shouts of ‘‘Right on’’ and with
clenched fists. Their solidarity was
so great that large numbers of them
joined us in the march, and by the
time: it reached 125th Street, the
march had grown to about 1,500
people,

The rally commenced with a
speech given by Tom Soto of the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee,
who had beenonthe observers’ com-
mittee in Attica during the rebellion,
The crowd loudly applauded as Tom
said, ‘‘I went to Attica as a repre-
sentative of the PSC at the request
of the brothers in Attica, My sole
purpose there wasto articulate their
demands and to unconditionally sup-
port them, I was not there to com-
promise their demands or their
lives.”®

Waiting to speak after Soto was
Basil Patterson, a Black politician
who ran for lieutenant governor
on the Democratic Party ticket in
1970, As he climbed onto the plat-
form, however, the crowd greeted
him by chanting “No politicians,
no politicians!’”” A vote was taken
and the people voted against having

Harlem marchers condemn Rockefeller.

any politicians speak at the rally.
After the no-politicians vote was
taken, Hassan Sharrief El-Shabazz
spoke, Hassan, a former inmate at
Auburn and Attica and a member of
the PSC, is the only brother fromthe
Auburn 6 who is out on bail. (The
Auburn 6 are six prisoners framed
up on assault charges following a
rebellion in Auburn prison last No-
vember,)Carmene Garrigia, the wife
of an Attica inmate, followed Hassan
with a brief talk, Among the other
speakers were William Kunstler,
Juan Fi Ortiz from the YounglLords
Party, and Kinshasa from the New

LNS Women’s Graphics

York 21,

The rally lasted a few hours, The
people had come out in large num-
bers and their interest, their anger,
their unity, their awareness, and
their class solidarity were clearly
visible in the speeches, in the
people’s chants, in their comments,
and especially in their militancy,
They made it clear that the heroic
struggle of the brothers in Attica
would never be forgotten and that
the day will come when we will tear
the prisons down,

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
REMEMBER ATTICA!
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- Prison rebellions erupt nationwide

In the wake of the Attica massacre, prison
rebellions spread like wildfire across the United
States, as the country’s 200,000 prisoners ex-
pressed their solidarity with the Attica rebellion.
The 13 reported rebellions since the Attica mas~
sacre doubles the total number of reported
prison rebellions since the beginning of this year,

4 At Parish Prison in New Orleans, La,, 267
inmates broke cell doors, damaged plumbing and
set fires in protest over Attica and their own
imprisonment, One floor of the prison was held
by 54 inmates for over 18 hours,

A At Norfolk Prison in Massachusetts, 400
prisoners went on strike against the prison’s
iactories on September 27 in support of 22 de-
mands
hour meeting with state officials, Lester Richards,
chairman of the inmate council, announced that
the grievances were being handled by negotiating
committees, An inmate spokesman said, however,
that the prisoners ‘‘were just about to explode

for reforms and amnesty. After a three-

if something isn’t done.”

4 At Walpole State Prison in Massachusetts,
about 200 inmates also staged a day-long strike
against the prison factories on September 27.

A At leavenworth Federal Penitentiary, pri-
soners went on strike against the prison’s fac-

| tories.

-aThe prison at Atlanta, Georgia, was also
the scene of a protest strike against the Attica
massacre and similar conditions prevailing there.

aln Terre Haute, Indiana, prisoners launched
another protest strike,

a At Wayne County Jail in Detroit, over one
hundred police armed with shotguns and tear
gas surrounded the prison on September 13 in
anticipation of a rumored rebellion planned to
protest Attica, Inside, a ‘‘shake-down’® was
carried on.

4 At the Women’s Prison in Alderson, West
Virginia, 37 women, ‘‘the more vocal, revolu=
tionary types,”’ as one prison official put it,

rebelled against being transferred to maximum
security prisons, until finally subdued by pepper
gasl

Throughout New York State, billionaire Gov.
Rockefeller ordered all prisoners kept under
tight security restrictions, Nevertheless, prison
rebellions continued:

a At Clinton Prison in Dannemora, N,Y., 250
prisoners, some wearing black armbands, tried
to march on the mess hall on September 15
after hearing about Attica, before being turned
back by shotgun-carrying prison guards and
state troopers.

a At the Great Meadow Prison in Comstock,
New York, about 75 inmates rebelled for three
hours on September 15, throwing bottles and
setting fires,

A At Elmira Prison, New York, about 200
prisoners staged a protest of several hours
on September 14, chanting slogans in their cells
expressing solidarity with Attica inmates,

Chicago responds to Attica

CHICAGO, Sept. 18-—Rockefell-
er’s brutal massacre at Attica Pri-
son prompted the Chicago Prisoners
Solidarity Committee to sponsor a
demonstration at 12:00 noon Satur=
day at the Federal Building. A
picket line was started with approx-
imately 150 people and soon grew
to a crowd of close to 400,

Chanting loudly, the militant group
marched out of the Federal Building
and through the Loop (which is al-
ways bustling with shoppers on Sat-
urdays). A lot of the onlookers were
young and Black, but even the old
and the white responded with cheers,
Right Omnsl, etc.,as demonstrators
marched down State Street chanting
‘‘Attica’s Blood on Rockefeller’s
Hands’’; “‘Support Heroes of Attica
— To Rebel Is Justified’’; ‘““Hey Hey
Ho Ho, Racist Prisons Got to Go.”

After marching around the Civic
Center once, the crowd gathered
there for a rally, The speakers in=-
cluded representatives from Rising
Up Angry, the Prisoners Solidarity
Committee, the Iranian Students,
and the Black Panther Party, Jeff

Sarles spoke for the Prisoners Sol-
idarity Committee and gave a report
on Tom Soto’s observations and
experiences after spending a night
with the prisoners in Attica, He
ended by saying the prison cells
are already overcrowded, but ‘‘we
should use these cells to lock up
the few billionaires who make up
the American ruling class,”

Harold Bell of the Black Panther
Party directed his speech against
the Progressive Labor Party, which
had been very disruptive at the dem-
onstration. Bell pointed out that
Bobby Seale was requested by the
prisoners to be on the negotiating
committee and that PL had received
no such request. He looked at the
PL contingent when he announced
that ““we don’t need any reactionary
criticism in the Black community.”

The Chicago Prisoners Solidarity
Committee views this demonstration
as only the first step in the long
struggle against the fascist prison
system,

Tear Down the Jails!
All Power to the People!

Rally of 2000 at Capital steps in Albany hear Tom

Soto of the Prisoners Solidarity Committee tell

of Attica atrocities.

-Terror
continues

(continued from PSC 1)

Several reports from Attica indi-
cate that others were also sum=-
marily executed inside Attica’s
walls after the Monday attack. A
letter from an Attica inmate to the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee
(see centerfold for full text of the
larter) reveals that Tom Hicks was
also alive Monday mozrning one hour
after the takeover of the prison-—-
““I know,” wrote this prisoner, “I
seen him,”’

The reign of terror in Attica
continues, ‘‘I'm still awaiting my
turn to die,”” wrote the above pri=-
soner to the PSC, ‘““My brothers
and I (how many I can't say) who
are in segregation are branded as
leaders (chalked X on our backs).”

Still another prisoner who was
recently transferred from Attica
told a relative that after the police
and troopers took control of D
Block, inmates from C Block who

were in solitary confinement during
the rebellion were taken into the
yard, stripped naked, and used as
target practice. (Although those in
golitary did not take part in the re-
bellion, many of them are known to
the prison authorities as militant
and political,) One inmate saw a
guard with a rifle aimed at another
prisoner. When he stepped in front
of the brother, he himsgelf was shor
and killed,

Lawyers who have been allowed
to interview Attica prisoners have
reported that the men told them of
the torture and beatings they have
endured since the retaking of the
prison. The guards forced the men
to crawl around naked, as they were
being kicked in the faces, burned
with cigarettes, and jabbed with
clubs, The men were forced to run
a gauntlet of guards who clubbed
them in a racist frenzy,

It appears now that the list of
dead inmates was not immediately
released because the prisonauthor-
itiee wanted to cover up the ex-
ecutions later on. ‘“The story about
inmates hiding in tunnels,”” said
Soto, ‘“‘made it possible for the
guards to torture and murder more
prisoners without their families or
supporters knowing what happened
to them,”’
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Hassan of
“Auburn 6”
speaks

Following is an inperyiew with Hagain Sharrief
El-Shabazz, ons of the Auburn & indicted on
charges stemming from the Auburn prigon re-
ballion of November 4, 1970, Hassan was recently
bailed out by the Prisoners Solidarity Committes.
The P5C o currently organizing the legal defense
of the Auburn 6 as well as wﬁumuc BUpPOTT
for their case,

® & ® 8 &

PSC: What do you fee] caused the Auburn rebellion?
Hamsan: The Auburn rebellion was caused by the
same conditions char prevalled ar Ardcs, Soma of
those conditions are: drugs being rampant In the
prison, sold by the plg guards, forecod bomoaax-
uality, brutality by the guards, and raclsm
perpetiated by the administration,

Bit the demands (o end these conditlon ware
only some of the démanda. The main demandn of
the Auburn rebellion were for freedom to con-
ol aur own destinles, the freedom not to be
treated llke animals, oot to be turned inoo
mindleas, spineless robots, Just as the students
at Kent State rebelled for the same purpose,
to control their own destiny, the same demands
prevalled in Auburn. The men were rimed of the
many promises thut were made and broken, the

miny lies that had been wld to @, The system
caueed the rebellion ot Auburn,

P5C; Hagsan, bow did you come In comtact with
the Priscners Solidarity Committes?

Hagsan: After thée rebellion at Auborn, we wrote
Youth Against War & Fascism for sasistance
and ag @ Tesult, the Prisoners Solidarity Com-
mitice was formed, They supporied us Cremens=
dously, We (the Auburn 8) bad a foderal besring
ot the insistence of the PSC o promest the fact
that our lUves were in danger ar Auburn. We
wanied o be removed from Auburm, As 3 maer
of fact, we atill haven't received a decizion from
that bearing. Thar goes to show that in chis
racist, capitalist society, life Is not worth a
damn, only property, And thar’s what the laws
are made to protect. At any rate, it was through
the support and efforts of the Prisoners Solidariry
Committee thar myself and five other mombers of
the Aubomn 6 are stive wday.

P5l: You were in Amics. -Can you tell us what
Atice s UkeT

Haspan; Attice in really like any other concen
fraton um&ult has a little more harsh securiiy
than maoat, in general the conditions are the

same, The puards are all raciste and the admin-
istration I8 also racist, And, an you cinsee from
the rebellion at Attica and the prisonere’ demands,
the conditions there are the same as they were
in Auburn,

The men were asking for soclal, ecopomic,
and political power which is the freedom to congral
their own destinies, The food at Artica ls desipic-
abla; the stmospherc s pregnant with racism,
and in genaral, as [ said, condirions are the samo
at all concontration camps,

P5C: The Amica uprising seemed o be very
politically comscious, [s this political conprious=
ness A rend in prisons today 7
Hasean: Emphatically, Yes, Political conscloun-
neRs I8 not only a trend in prisone, but it ie the
trend of all people in Babylon today, Or rather,
should 1 say, the majority of people in Babylon
are beginning to wake up w the fact that this
eystem is just no good and thar in order for the
people o survive, the system’s kot to be torn to
the ground and built up anew,

In prigons odiay, If one i@ mot politically
COMRCIUE, one d0eE NOT SUTvive beciuss o paredsn
who I8 in prison today who 15 not politically

conscious |8 dead, In & senso, ho's physically
wilklng around, but menmally be's in a2 stae of
what | would call limbo, A priecner who walks
arcund, who bonds o the will of the guards, a
man who lets himself be led, (natead of leading,
a4 man who takes everything and does not Tight
back, Is in effect & dead man.

In pricons today, priecners hEve bEcomn aware
af their heritages and their cultures, and here
['m spesking mainly of the Black and Puerto
Rican brothers, The whim prisorers are also
becoming aware of the fact thar the adminis-
trations mainly direct their rule of death, bru-
tality, and lagcist mighr againet the Rlack nnd
Puerto. Hican prisoners, antd, In elfect, this
helghrens the palitical eoneciousness of the white
prisoners, in view of this, solidarity ia born,
an you can sew from the Artics rebellien, There-
fore, as | sald, political consciousnoss (& dof-
tnately & wend in prieons today and it will
continue to be @ trend. What I'm really eaying
is that there are guing to be more Amicas. not
anly In  Habylon, but across the world,  until
people are treavted like homan bolngs and not
animale,
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The old lie about prison reform
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by JERRY ZILG

In a large smoke=filled auditorium in Man-
hattan, sour-faced politicians counted the votes
between yawns., On the floor, their partners
mulled about noisily, not even bothering to
listen or pretend interest. Then the presiding
committee of this Democratic Party state con-
vention announced that the resolution on prison
reform had been overwhelmingly endorsed as
part of the party’s electoral platform,

““Our prisoners are housed in buildings that
are unsanitary and out of repair,” the platform
read. ““They are employed with meager instruc-
tion upon inadegquate machinery of obsolete type,
lacking safeguards required by law in factories.
Opportunities for education are almost totally
lacking.”” Instead, the platform held the promise
that the prisoners would be ‘‘usefully employed”’
and taught ““trades.”

The Democratic politicians were not happy
about admitting that such conditions existed,
but they had no choice, it had been a year of
prison rebellions, attempted escapes, mass poli-
tical arrests, and exposes on cruelty to prisoners

that had already caused a public uproar, too much

publicity.

The year was 1920, and New York’s governor
was Alfred E, Smith, later to be the 1928 presi-
dential candidate and still later, in the thirties,
a wooer of Nazi Germany. But 1920 was a year
that Smith had to be a wooer of the people
instead, confusing them with rhetoric about prison
reform.

WOMEN PRISONERS REVOLT

On January 3, just one day after U.S. At-
torney General Mitchell Palmer launched his
night-time raid on thousands of workers and other
“‘subversives’’ across the country, a rebellion
broke out at the Reformatory for Women at
Bedford, N.Y. Touched off by the prison ad-
ministration’s denial of recreationfor the women,
the outburst was only the end result of a long
series of cruel abuses inflicted on the prisoners.
These atrocities included torturing the women
by forcing their heads under water until they
almost drowned, stringing up inmates by their
arms while they were handcuffed behind their
backs, poor food and degrading treatment by
prison matrons and guards.

It took a full day for prison officials to put
down the rebellion. The women had armed them-
selves with sticks and pipes, but in the end
prison guards armed with guns overwhelmed
them, and many were thrown into solitary con-
finement. The prison officials refused to comment
on the number of women injured by the police
assault. Enough of a battle had been put up,
however, to capture publicity on conditions inside

Police attack Attica pickets
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the prison,

The floodgate had been opened and a tidal
wave of protests followed. On January 23, the
National Civil Liberties Bureau in a detailed
report accused Alcatraz’s warden, Col. R.D,
Johnson, of cruel treatment of conscientious
objectors (to World War I). The next day, Sec-
retary of War Newton Baker promised he would
investigate. He never did. Instead, the issue
was ignored and the brutality went on.

So did the criticisms. Before the month was
over, it was revealed that influenza had swept
through New York and New Jersey prisons
and that sick inmates were not getting adequate
medical care. Later, in North Carolina, the
Prisoners Relief Society issued a report on the
deplorable prison conditions in that state, and
was promptly -barred from the state’s prisons
by the governor,

SLAVE LABOR IS THE ANSWER

In response to these exposes, the federal
government proposed its version of prison re-
form, On May 3, 1920, the National Commission
on Prisons and Prison Labor proposed the
industrialization of the country’s prisons to
end the ‘‘idleness and boredom®’ of prison, train
inmates in skills, and, by exploiting their labor,
make them produce profits that would not only
pay for their own maintenance, but also provide
a surplus for state treasuries.

Not surprisingly, New York, the country’s
front-runner in many things, including number of
prisoners, was the first to heartily adopt the
federal proposal. In fact, according to an ec-
static report on March 8, New York’s prisoners
had already generated over $60,000 in profits
for the state treasury in six months, This rep-
resented an increase of 25 percent in
the inmates’ productivity over the previous year —
in other words, speed-up. ‘‘Even higher returns
can be expected next year,” boasted the report.

New York State’s Prison Survey Committee
made other recommendations, including ‘‘fair”’
wages, allowing support of relatives, and the
abolishing of Sing Sing as a prison, transforming
it into a clearinghouse for newer prisons. Every-
thing will be improved, promised the committee,
promised the Governor, promised the Democratic
Party platform, promised the federal government.
The year 1920 closed with Attorney General
Mitchell Palmer sending personal greetings of
Christmas cheer to the country’s trapped
prisoners. Meanwhile, at Dannemora Prison,
two inmates died after being served poisoned
salmon, and at Auburn, prison officials chalked
up one dead prisoner, seven wounded in attempted
escapes that year from a living hell,

PRISONS STILL THE SAME

Half a century later, Sing Sing prison still
stands as a monument to continued oppression
by a rich ruling class. Auburn still stande also,
and the murders, beatings, bad food, and degra-
dation still go on, But one thing has changed —
the prisoners.

Most of them today are members of oppressed
nations —nations that are struggling for
liberation. As in Auburn and now Attica, men and
women are standing up to their tormentors and
fighting back, armed with a political consciousness
and unity of determination never before attained,
responding to the beat of revolutionary drums,
deaf to the plea of false fifty-year-old promises.
It is time, they say, that the walls come down.

here against police brutality. The
statement continued:

““The movement on the outside to
support the prisoners has been
growing, Such groups as the Prison=
ers Solidarity Committee and the
Wisconsin Inmates Peoples Union
have begun to both educate the
American people as to the true na-
ture of those prisons and have begun

MILWAUKEE, Sept. 21— Police
viciously attacked a demonstration
protesting the Attica massacre here
today, arresting and beating six peo-
ple. The target of the police assault
was the Prisoners Solidarity Com-
mittee which, along with several
other groups, called today's rally
and march,

After the rally at the Civic Cen=-
ter Plaza, a march of about 150 peo=
ple movedto Wisconsin Avenue along
the sidewalk, At 4th Street, under
the pretext of giving a jaywalking
ticket to Jim Miller, a PSC leader,

police attacked the demonstration,
They particularly sought out active
PSC members for arrest, In addi-
tion, a Black photographer, Harold
Hampton, was jumped and beaten by
racist cops. He was later charged
with obstructing an officer and re-
sisting arrest.

Among the six arrested were Jim
Miller, who was beaten by two cops
and then charged with resisting ar-
rest,and Benita Orozco, another PSC
leader. She was charged with battery
to a peace officer and resisting ar-
rest. Bill Colangelo of Youth Against
War & Fascism was charged with

resisting arrest.

In a press release issued today,
the Prisoners Solidarity Committee
in Milwaukee has strongly con-
demned this attack and charged that
it was part of a trend toward re-
pression of political opposition to
racism and fascism in this country.
‘“The same repressive system that
caused the bloodbath at Attica is be=
hind this attack, and the racism of
the police departmentis clearly seen
in the cases of Hampton and
Orozco,”” the statement read. Benita
Orozco has been active in many
struggles in the Latin community

programs to concretely aid prison-
ers and their relatives., The role of
prisons as concentration camps for
poor and oppressed people is being
exposed more and more each day,

‘“The Prisoners Solidarity Com-
mittee will have a meeting on Mon~
day, September 27, at 7 p.m. at the
Rhubarb Bookstore, 1618 W, Wells
to plan future activities. All in=-
terested in building the necessary
link of solidarity to the prisoners
inside are invited to come. Contact
the Prisoners Solidarity Committee
at 150 E. Juneau, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin 53202,”
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Ludlow, Colorado, 1914

ROCKEFELLER’S
OTHER MASSACRE

It looked like a tent city, Hundreds were
huddled under makeshift shelters to protect
themselves from the cold, All around the en-
campment national guards with rifles and machine
guns stood ready,

The sun was just rising when the assault
began, When it was over, the camp was a mass
of charred debris, The dead and wounded were
strewn on the ground. The New York Times ex-
pressed measured, neutral horror at the bloody
scene. But Rockefeller had given the order —end
the strikel

No, it wasn’t Attica, And it wasn’t Governor
Nelson D, Rockefeller who ordered the assault
then. But it was a similar scene—another
Rockefeller massacre — only at that time the blood
was on the hands of John D, Rockefeller, Jr.,
Nelson’s father, Like money, massacres of work=
ing and oppressed people run in the Rockefeller
family,

The place was Ludlow, Colorado; the time,
April 20, 1914. Hundreds of miners were onstrike,
struggling to get the Rockefeller-owned Colorado
Fuel and Iron Company to recognize and negotiate
with their union, the United Mine Workers of
America, The company met the workers’ strike
with brutal reprisals. First, the miners were
evicted from their company=owned homes in
Ludlow to face the freezing Colorado winter.
The company got court injunctions and indict=
ments to stop the strike. Then Rockefeller im-
ported gunmen from the Baldwin=Felts Detective
Agency. These goons rode around in an armored
car, shooting down strikers on sight. Finally,
the Nacional Guard was mobilized to protect
Rockefeller’s profits,

The miners fought back against this reign
of terror, They set up a tent city in Ludlow,
determined to carry on the battle for a union,
decent wages, and working conditions, Then Rocke-
feller ordered the attack,

On the morning of April 20, 1914, while the
miners and their families were still sleeping,
company-hired goons and national guardsmen
drenched their tents with oil and ignited them,
When the dazed victims ran out of their flaming
shelters, they were machine-gunned down, Many
women and children who were hiding in holes
dug to protect them against rifle fire were
burned alive or suffocated in underground fur-
naces. Nineteen people were murdered and scores
were wounded, Over two-thirds of the dead were
women and children.

FROM LUDLOW TO ATTICA

It’s a long way from Arttica to Ludlow, both
in distance and time. But a bond of struggle

against a common enemy unites the two events,
In Ludlow it was the exploited workers, mostly
white, who were fighting for a decent life; in
Attica it was the oppressed prisoners, mostly
Black and Puerto Rican who rose up. Yet their
demands had a similar thread —demands for a
union, an end to slave wages, and better working
conditions.

In Ludlow the boss, the enemy who had the
workers shot down, was a Rockefeller, repre-

200 hear inside report on Attica
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senting an empire of wealth that was built on
the sweat and blood of miners and other workers.
In Attica, the boss was a Rockefeller again, this
time carrying out the slaughter not for his own
personal profits, but in the interest of his en-
tire class of billionaire rulers. Rockefeller ex-
plained away the murders by saying he did it to
safeguard ‘‘the very essence of our free society.”’
In 1914 it was the same story —the strike was
called illegal and the strikers ‘‘criminals.”
Therefore a massacre was “justified.”

But words have different meanings for the
oppressed and the Rockefellers, Who is a criminal
and what is illegal?

BILLIONAIRE ROBBERS MAKE THE LAWS

In the U.S. today, as in 1914, it’s the Rocke-
fellers and their rich pals who define these terms
and make the laws. They say it is illegal for the
poor to steal in order to live, but legal for
Rockefeller to steal from workers; they say it
is illegal for prisoners to take hostages, but
legal for the government to hold vast numbers
of Black and Puerto Rican people hostage in
prisons; they say it is illegal for prisoners to
rebel (just like they used to say that strikes
were illegal), but legal to run concentration
camps for the poor, based on racism and brutal
terror,
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mands of the prisoners. In Spanish
and English, they described the
concentration camp conditions in-
side and the tremendous unity, cou-
rage, and determination of the pris=
oners fighting back against Rocke-
feller and Oswald.

During the questions and discus-
sion at the end, an ex=prisoner in
the audience asgked how we
sure that

BUFFALO, Sept, 19— About 200
people, mainly from the local Puerto
Rican and working class community,
filled a meeting hall here tonight
to protest the Attica massacre.
Many who gathered had relatives
and friends inside Attica and heard
reports from those who were inside
the prison during the rebellion,

The meeting, called by the Pris-
oners Solidarity Committee, BUILD
(a Black community organization),
Black Student Union, El1 Comite
(2 Puerto Rican community organ-
ization), PODER (a Puerto Rican
student group), and Youth Against
War & Fascism, was held under

revolutionary banners proclaiming
‘‘Attica, Auburn, the Tombs, San
Quentin——Nada Que Perder — Solo
Candendas! (Nothing to lose but
their chains!).’” Behind the speakers’
platform, a Puerto Rican flag was
pasted over the symbol of oppres=
sion, the U.S, flag.

The meeting was chaired by Joan
Marquardt from the Prisoners Soli=
darity Committee (PSC) and Evelyn
Rodriguez from PODER, Tom Co-
mar, an ex-prisoner and member
of the PSC, told how the committee
has been trying to inspect Erie
County Jail despite government re-
sistance, Then Sharon Chin, from
the national office of the Prisoners

Solidarity Committee, spoke of how
the Committee has supported the
struggles of prisoners since its
formation around the rebellion at
Auburn Prison, At this point, an
ex=prisoner from many of New York
State’s dungeons, who cannot be
named because he is on parole,
exposed how the prison authorities
use any vile means to divide pris-
oners by racial background and
other falge barriers.

Tom Soto, also from the national
office of the Prisoners Solidarity
Committee, Alberto Cappas, and
Domingo Rodriguez spoke. They had
all been inside Attica during the
rebellion, supporting the just de-

were going to be
the struggle would be con-
tinued and how prisons were
really going to be changed. Tom Soto
answered that prisons are a part of
this system — the same system run
by Rockefeller and Co, which ex-
ploits working people every day and
maintains concentration camps (o
opprese Black, Puerto Rican, and
poor people, Those concentration
camps will only be abolished when
the workers take over outside as the
prisoners are doing inside, and the
whole system is changed.

PRISONS ARE CONCENTRATION
CAMPS FOR THE POOR!
TEAR DOWN THE WALLS!
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Sisters extend fists from old
Women’s House of Detention.

Women

prisoners

rebel in

by ELLEN PIERCE

The county, state, and federal jails that dot
the map of the USA are filled with women pri-
men. Alderson Federal .
Reformatory for Women in West Virginia 1s
the showcase of these women’s concentration
camps., There are ‘‘cottages’ instead of cells
and surrounding mountains instead of bars at

soners as well as

this minimum security jail.

But the prisoner struggles which have swept
the concentration camp system have touched
Alderson too. Women there held a memorial
service for the murdered Attica inmates. Prison
authorities responded by transferring 66 “‘ring-
leaders’” —ten percent of the population—to

maximum security jails.

A transfer doesn’t just mean a change oOf
scenery. It means being condemned to do time
in terrible state and county jails.
county jaile canlegally be usedonly for short-term
prisoners, the women transferred out of Alder-
son could be forced to serve their sentences,
no matter how long, under inhuman county jail

conditions.

by VERONICA GOLOS, Women's
Bail Fund

The Women’s Bail Fund was or-
ganized to aid and draw attention to
women prisoners, who suffer under
conditions just as brutal as those in
Attica or San Quentin,

Through demonstrations, leaflets,
and especially by bailing women out
of the Women’g House of Detention in

“ New York City, the Bail Fund has

focused on the imprisoned sisters.
It has also organized many militant
demonstrations outside of the prison
to let the sisters inside know that
they were not alone,

Recently, the House of D was
moved from Greenwich Village to the
city’s penal colony onRikers Island.
When the move was announced, a
whole campaign was launched to ex-
pose the Rikers concentration camp
for what it was, And onthe day of the
move, hundreds of women gathered
outside the jail at dawn to protest

. the transfer to an island where the

women would be more isolated than
ever,

In the new, ‘‘improved” prison,
each woman is in a tiny cell, She
is punished for the slightest in=
fraction of rules that she is never
informed about, and forced to under-
go horrible internal searches which
frequently result in vaginal infec-

. tions. The women have no access to

the new facilities that are supposed
to be for their benefit. Sentenced
women are forced to work at prison
industries that pay 3 to 10 cents an
hour.

Everything is done to frightenand
demoralize the women, Lights are
kept on 24 hours a day, forcing pri-
soners to lie under their beds to be
able to get any sleep. There are no
clean clothes, no food fit to eat, no
medical care when it is needed.
Women who speak Spanish find it is
impossible to get whatever few
rights they might have because the
staff does not speak their language.

Women are extremely isolated,
both from each other and from their
family or friends. They are denied
any news of what is happeningon the
outside that might affect theirlives.
Most of the sisters suffering under
these conditions have not even been
convicted of a crime — they arec a-
waiting trial in jail because they are
too poor to raise bail of evenfifty or
a hundred dollars.

The racist system which puts such
a large percentage of Black, Puerto
Rican,and poor people in jail, which
only builds more jails and refuses
to meet any of the prisoners’ most
basic demands, and resorts tocold-
blooded massacres when its ordi-

September 30, 1971

~ Bail fund women aid imprisoned sisters

nary brutality fails to crush the
spirit of the prisoners — that system
has no right to judge the actions of
people trying to find a way to sur=-
vive,

The plight of our gisters in prisons
across the country has not been
dramatized by large rebellions like
the one in Attica, The women, never-
theless, suffer the same kind of ra-
cism and terror that male prisoners
suffer. They, too, are jailed pri-
marily because they are poor and
oppressed. The Women’s Bail Fund,
recognizing the special oppression
that women in this society bear, is
dedicated to exposing the conditions
in women’s prisons and helping to
free the victims of this concentration

camp system,
* L3 * * * * * *

(The Prisoners Solidarity Com=
mittee would like to extend special
thanks to the Women’s Bail Fund for
their contribution to the PSC trans-
portation fund. This fund is used to
transport prisoners’ relatives to
prisons. Most of the relatives are too
poor to pay for visits to the prisons
which are situated in remote areas,
often hundreds of miles from the
prisoners’ homes.)

When 37 women refused to be transferred,
tear gas was used to force them onto a bus. A
spokesman for the prison called the sisters,
““the type who take things in their own hands...
sparkplugs in this sort of thing, the more vocalg
more outspoken, more revolutionary types.’
His description was meant as an insult to the
gisters, but it is really a tribute to strong
and courageous women who dared to honor
the dead of Attica and defied their own prison-
keepers.

The 66 women were sent to the Federal
Youth Center where they will be ‘‘screened’’
and shipped out to maximum security prisons.
The government has contracts under which it
pays state and county jails to house federal
prisoners. The Alderson rebels will be sent to
these institutions where conditions are extremely
bad. Often there are no facilities ar allfor women
prisoners. They spend 24 hours, day and night,
crammed into their cells while the county collects
a large fee,

Maryann Weissman of Youth Against War &

NEW YORK CITY
58 West 25 Street (212) 989-3932
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Anyone wishing to help in the work of the PSC should alse contact us at the following chapters:

Fascism and the Prisoners Solidarity Commit-
tee served a 6-month sentence, partly in Alderson
and then in Passaic County Jail, which received
$22.,50 a day for keeping her under the contract
system.

‘““After a week in Southern county jails with
double bars, Alderson looked much like an all-
girl campus,’’ she recalled. ‘““There is sunlight,
grass, trees, the beauty of the West Virginia
mountains,..] could hardly wait for the freedom
of moving out of a locked cell, without my hands
cuffed and locked to a chain around my waist....

““But their basic principle for ‘reforming
criminals’ is still to dehumanize you. The favorite
game of the cops is to find out what you want
and then not let you have it."”’

The small rebellion at Alderson in response
to the Attica massacre gives the lie to the theory
that newer and better jails are a solution. The
women at this ““model’ prison identified with
the Attica rebels because they, too, are the poor,
the Black and Puerto Rican people who fill all
the U,S. jails for the ‘‘crime’ of being poor.

West Virginia Are you interested in
supporting the prisoners?

Please return form to: PRISONERS SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE
58 West 25th Street
New York, N,Y. 10010
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CLEVELAND, OHIO
Box 2576, East Cleveland (216) 231-8456

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
2515 Woodward (313) 962-4979
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MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
150 E, Juneau Avenue (414) 273-8089

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE
P,O, Box 972 (302) 656=8451
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