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v =ruther led a second plor
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=~ bucked by the king of

¢ decades of religious
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14l young monarch around
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wom zreatly steengthened, build-
= pun the accomplishments
o predecessor. Louis XII's

= times decisive and brutal
=s enhanced the reputa-
of the Kking who was

= to many of his subjects
The Just," whether fitting

t. A hypochondriac whose

Philippe de Champugne's pocteant of the
th was even worse than he i ovd Lowis X111

J. Louis® XIII died of

crculosis in 1643 at the age

forty-two, But the man-child monarch had, with Richellen, baid the
~dations for absolute monarchical rule in France.

ETHirTy YEars' War (1618-1648)

¢ Centeal Europe, religious divisions and intolerance led 1o the Thirty
o5 War, a brutal confliet during which the largely mercenary armies of
-atholic and Protestant states laid waste to the German states. Dynastic
“walries were never fur from the stage, bringing the continental Great
Peers into the fray When the war finally ended, the Treaty of Westphalia
1648) established o verritorial and religious settlement that lasted untll
he French Revolution.

Factionalism ta the Holy Roman Ewpire

The Holy Roman Empire was a loose conlederation of upprosimately 1,000
German autonomaous or semi-autonomous states. These states ranged in size
from powerful Hubshurg Austria to Humburg, Libeck, and other free cities
in the north, and even smaller tervitories no more than a few square kitome-
ters in size run by bishops. 1t would have been almost impossible for a trav-
¢ler to determine where one state stopped and another began had it not
been for the frequent 1ol stations, which provided revenue for each. The
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southwestern German state of Swabia, lor example, was divided among
sixty-eight secular and forty ecclesiastical lords and included thirty-two free
citles,

Geagraphic factors further complicated the political life of the German
states. A few of the largest states included territories that were not con-
tiguous. The Upper Palatinate lay squeczed between Bohemia and Bavaria:
the Lower Palatinate loy far away in the Rhineland. The former was pre-
dominantly Lutheran, the latter Calvinist.

Since 1356, when the constitutional faw of the | foly Roman Empire had
been established, seven electors (four electoral princes and three archbish-
ups) selected each new Holy Roman emperor. The empire's loose federal
structure had a chancery to carry out foreign policy and negotiations with
the various German princes. But only in confronting the threat of the
Turks from the southeast did the German princes mount a consistent and
relatively unified foreign policy.

Other institutions of the Holy Roman Empire also rellected the political
complexity of Central Europe. An imperial Diet brought princes, nobles,
and representatives of the towns together when the emperor summoned
them. An Imperiz! Court of Justice ruled on matters of importance 1o the
empire. The Holy Roman Empire, once the most powerful force in Europe,
had been weakened by its battles with the Papacy In the thirteenth cen-
tury. Yet for some states the empire offered & balance between the desire
for & figure of authority who could maintain taw and order and their con-
tinued political independence,

The Peace of Augsburg (1555), which ended the war between the Haoly
Roman Emperor Charles V and the Protestant German states, had stated
that, with the exception of ecclesiasticul states and the free cities, the reli-
glon of the ruler would be the religion of the land (cuins rEgio, eius raligio)
(sce Chapter 3). This formuls, however, did not end religious rivalries or
the demands of religious minorities that rulees tlesate their beliofs., The
Peace of Augsburg, in fact, reinforced German patticularism. It alsa
helped secularize the Institutions of the Holy Roman emperor by recogniz-
ng the right of the German princes to determine the religion of their

states. This also seeved 1o end the hope of Charles V to establish an cmpire
that would bring together all of the Habsburg territories in the German
states, Spain, and the Netherlands.

The Origins of the Thirty Years' War

Rudolf I1 (15573 612), king of Bohemia and Holy Roman emperor (he sue-
ceeded his father Maximilian 11 as Holy Roman emperorin 1576), wanted to
launch s religious crusade against Protestantism. He closed Lutheran
churches in 1578, reneging on an earlier promise 1o Bohemian nobles thar
he woold tolerate the religion to which a good many of them had converted
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Moreover, Rudolf’s cousia Archduke Ferdinand 1 (1578-1637) withdrew
the religious tolertion Maximilian 11 had granted in nner Austria,

Rudoll’s impesial army, which had been fighting the Turks on and ol
sinee 1593, had annexed Transylvania, The emperor moved agpinst Proges-
tants both there and in Hungary. But in 1605, when Rudolls army under.
ook u campaign dagainst the Tarks in the Balkans, Protestants rebelled in
hoth places, A Protestant army invaded Moravia, which lies east of Bohemia
and north of Austriz, close to the Habsbury capital of Vienna. In the mean-
time, Emperoe Rudolf’ only marginally competent an his best days (he was
subject to depression and later 1o fies of insanity), lived as o recluse in his
castle in Prague, Hig family convinwed his brother Matthias { 1557-1619) 10
det on Rudolf's behalf by making peace with the Hungarian and Tramsyhvan.
tan Protestants, and with the Torks. This Peace of Vienng | 1606) gusranteed
religious fréedom in Hungary, Matthias was then vecognized as head of the
Habsburgs and Rudall's heir.

Most everyone seemed pleased with the peace except Rudoll,
cluded that a plague that was rvaging Bohe
pleased with the concessions he had granted Protestants. He denounced
Matthins and Ferdinand for their aceommadution with the Protestants and
with the Turkish “infidels,” Matthias allied with the Py
noble Estates snd marched against Rudall, who surre
l'lungur_\'. Austria, and Moravia to Matthias in 1608, »

Rudolf was forced 10 sign a
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“Letter of Majesty” in 1609 that srantod
Bohemians the right to choose hetween Catholicism,

two groups of Hussites (see Chapter 3). Protest
cemeteries were to be tolerated,

Lutheranism, or one of
ant churches, schools, und

The decline in the effective authority of the Holy Roman emperor con.
tribuited to the cnd of 4 period of relative peace in the German stales, In the
last decades of 1he sisteenth century, these states h
quarrelsome and militarized, “The de
song, "How does |y stay Lo

ud hecome increasingly
ar old Holy Roman Empire," went one
vethers” Rulers of some membh
undermine imperiul palitical institutions by relusing o accept rulings by the
Imperial Supreme Court and even 1o attend the occasional convocations of
the Diet. “Imperial Military Circles," which were mterstate alliances
responsible for defense of 4 number of states within the empire, had become
moribund because of religious antagonisms between the member slates,

For & time, the Catholic Reformation profited from acrimonious debates
and even small wars between Lutherans and Calvinists. Bui increasingly
Protestants put aside their differences, however substantial, in the face of

the continued determination of some Catholic rulers to win back territo.
ries lost to Protestantism,
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to prevent Catholics from bolding a procession. I'he following year, Duke
Maximilisn of Bayaris Sent troops to assure Catholic domination. This
angered Calvinist princes in the region, as well as some Lutheran sover-
eigns. The imperial Dier, convoked two years later, broke up in chaos
when Holy Romun Emperor Rudolf 11 refused to increase Protestant rej
resentation in the Diet. The political crisis now spread further when some
of the German Catholic States sought Spanish intervention in a dispute
over princely succession in the small northern Rhineland Catholic territe-
ries of Cleves-Jalich, which Henry IV of France threstened 1o iovude. In
1609, Catholic German princes organized a Catholic League, headed hy
Maximflian of Bavaria, Six Protestant princes then signed o defensive
alliance, the Protestant Union, against the Catholic League.

Matthias, who had been elected Holy Roman emperor in 161 2, wanted ta
make the Catholic League an institution of Habsburg will, He also hoped to
woo Lutherans from the Protestant Union, which was dominated by the
Calvinists. But Machins's obsession with Habsburg dynastic ambitions,
his history of having fought with the Pratestant Dutch rebels agains
Spain (see Chapter 5), and his opportunistic toleration of Lutheranism
cost him the confidence of some Catholic princes. Avehduke Ferdinand,
ruler of Inner Austria, waited in the wings o lead a Catholic crusade
against Protestantism, Ferdinand, wha had inherited the throne of Flungary
in 1617 and that of Bohemia
the fu“ms'ing vear, became
Holy Homan emperor upon hiy
uncle Matthias's death in 1619,
Ferdinand was 4 piows  man
whose confessor convineed him
that he could only save his soul
by launching a war of religion,
In the meantime, Protestant re-
sistance in Bohemis mobilized,
secking  Protestant  assistance
from Transylvania and the
Palatinace.

Conflict in Bohemia

In Bohemia, Ferdinsend
imposed significant limitations
on  Protestany worship.  In
Prague, Calvinists and Luther-
ans hegan to look outside of
Bohemia for potential support
from Protestant princes, Ferdinand 11, Holy Ramun Emperor and King
Protestant leaders  convoked of Bohemia
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Protestan Prince in Cengral Europe. In 1619, the Estates offered Freder-
ick the crown, ynd he accepted,

The Protestan cause, like that of the Catholics, became increasingly
internationalized and tied to dvnasgic considecations (see Map 4.2}, Now
Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand 11 learned thag Protestant rehe)s hal
refused 1o recognize his authority in Bobemia ang had offered his throne
to Frederick, Evey, more determingd (o drive Protestany from his reatm
but lacking an army, Ferdingnd turned to outside help. The Catholic king
of Spain agreed tq send troops he coyld il afford; the price of his interven.
tion was the Promise of the cession of the Rhineland state of the Lower
Falatinate 1o Spain, The Catholic Maximilian | of Bavaria also sent an
army, expecting tg bhe rewarded for his trouhle with the Upper Palotinate
and with Frederici's title of clector in the Holy Roman Empire,

The Expansion aof the Confliot

Protestant armies besieged Vienna, the Habsburg capital, until the arrjva)
of Catholic armics jn 1619 The Dutch could not provide ASSIStnce 1o the
Protestants, us they weee fighting for independence from Spain. Severyl of
the German Protestant states ylon declined, learing Catholic rebellions in
their awn lands, However, with Spanish armics and monjes already on the
wiry, the internationalization of the Bohemian risi had reached (he point
of no retum,

In 1620 the Cutholic League raised 4 lurgely Bavirian army of 30,004}
troops. Count Johannes vor Tilly (1 359-1632) commanded the Catholic
forces. The depressed, indecisive couit from Flanders managed to subdye
Upper Austria and then defeated the mauin Protestant Upjon army ar the
Battle of White Mountain, near Prague, in November. With the Catholic
forces now holding Bohemiy, Tilly's aemy then overran SHesia, Moravia,
Austria, and part of he Upper Palatinate. The extent of the Catholic vic-
tory expanded the war, increasing the determination of the Catholic
League to crush all Protestant resistunce and, at the same time, of the
Protestant forces tq resist at all costs.

Fredericl's Protestant forees fought on, counting on help from France and
other states who had reason to fear an expansion of Habsburg power in Cen-
tral Europe, Fredesick alse hoped to convince James | of England that y vie-
tory of the Catholic League woukd threaten Protestantism. By the English
king had placed his hopes on the marriage of his son, Charlew, 1o the sister
of Philip 1V of Spuin {sce Chapter 5), Again dynastic rivalries outweighed
those of religion.

The wir went on, and Tilly's Army Woh a series ol small victories, In 1622,
the Spunish army defeated Dytely foeces at Jalich in the Rhincland, chiminat-
ing any pussibility of English armed assistance to Frederick through Hollapd.
For the moment. Frederiek's only effective loree wats a plundering mercendry
horde in northeasiorn Germany, Tilly's victory over s Protestant army in 1623
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»d conquest of most of the Palatinate forced Frederick 1o abandon his
<wums to Bohemia's throne afier having been king for all of one winrer. But
sacouraged by the renewed possibility of English assistance aftor Jumes's
~wuns for the marriage of his son to the Spanish princess tell through, Freder-
<% wrned north to Scandinavia for assistance.

T52 Danish Peviad

~hristian IV (ruled 1588-1648}, the Protestant king of Denmark, had
«mbition and money, but not a great deal of sense. Also duke of the northern
serman state of Holstein, the gambling, hurd-drinking Dane wanted to
outend his influence and perhaps even add territories in the northern Ger-
vian states. Frederick's difficulties seemed to offor the Danish sovereign the
pportunity of a lifetime, In 1625, he led his traops into the northern Ger-
Tan states, assuming that the English and the Dutch, and perhaps the
French as well, would rush to follow his leadership against the Habshurgs,

But King James | of England had died and was sicceeded by Charles 1,
wRose provocative policies generated increasing opposition from Parliument
see Chapter 6), feaving him flittle time to consider intervening on behall of
the Protestant cause an the continent. England and the Netherlands sent
only some money and a few thousand soldiers to help the Danish King,
Moveover, Louis XHI of France, who was besieging Protestants at La
Hochelle, provided the Danes with only a modesi subsidy to akl the fight
against the Habsburgs. Christian, essentially left to his own devices, was
unaware of the spproach of a large imperial army commanded by one of the
mast intriguing figures In the age of religious wars,

Albrecht Wallenstein (1583—1634) was u Bohemian noble who, after
marrying a wealthy widow, had risen to even greater fortune as a supplier
of armies. Raised a Lutheran, he converted to Catholicism at uge twenty
and became the most powerfu) of the Catholic generals. The fact that o
convert could rise to such a powerful position again reveals how a religious
war evolved into not only a dynastic struggle between the rulees of France,
Spain, and Austria, as well as Sweden and Denmark, but also into an
unprincipled free-for-all in which mercenary soldiers of fortune played a
major part. Wallenstein, an ardent student of astrology, was ambitious,
ruthless, and possessed a violent temper. His abhorrence of noise was
ohsessive—and odd, for a military person. Because he detested the sound
ul barking or meowing, he sometimes ordered all dogs and cats killed upon
arriving in a tovn, and forbade the townspeople and his soldiers from
wearing heavy boots or spurs or anything else that would make noise. He
alternated between extreme generosity and horrible cruelty, and was
always accompanied by an executioner awalting his master’s command.
Wallenstein, entrusted by Ferdinand with raising and commanding an
army drawn from states for the Catholic cause, marched north with
30,000 men,
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The Cathalic army defeated the Danes in 1626, and then marched to
the Baltic coast, crossed into Denmatrk. und devastated the peninsula of
Jutland, But Wallenstein's  successes engendered nervous  opposition
within the Catholic states, Furthermore, his troops devastated the lands of
friend wnd foe alike, extracting money and food, plundering, and selling
military leadership positions to any buyer, including eriminals.

Christian, who had bankrupted his kingdom during this ill-fated excur
sion, signed the Treaty of Litheck in 1629, wherehy he withdrew from the
war and gave up his claims in northern Germany. The treaty was less dra-
conian than it might have been because the seemingly endless war was
wearing heavily on some of the Catholic German states. They feared an
expansion of Habsburg power, and some of them did not want to sdd Protes-
tants to their domains.

Ferdinand 11 now implemented measures against Protestants without con-
voking the imperial Dict. He expelled from Bohemia Calvinist and Lutherun
ministers and nobles who refused to convert to Catholicism and ennohled
new men, including forcigners, as 4 means of assuring Catholic domination
He confiscated the property of nobles suspected of participating in any
phase of the Protestant rebellion. With Frederick’s electorship now trans-
ferred to Maximilian | of Bavaria, the Habsburgs could count on the fact
that a majority of the electors were Catholic princes. Captured Habsburg
dispatches in 1628 made clear that Ferdinand sought to destroy the freedom
of the Protestant German cities of the Hanseatic League in the north in the
intevest of expanding the Habsburg domains. These revelations alurmed
Louis XINT of France,

Feedinand found that it was not exsy to impose Catholicism in territories
where it had not been practiced for decades, In the Upper Palatinate, the
first priests who came 1o celebrate Mass there were unithle to find a chalice,
Half of the parishes in Bohemia were without clergy. Italian priests brought
to Upper Austria could not be understond by their parishioners. The Edict of
Restitution {1629) allowed Lutherans—hat not Cabvinists, who were few in
number in the German states except in the Palatinate—to practice their roli-
glon n certain cities, but ordered them 1o return to the Catholic Church all
monasteries and convents acquired since 1552, when signatories of the
Peace of Augshurg had first gathered. Because the Edict of Restltution also
gave rulers the right 10 enforce the practice of their refigion within their ter-
ritortes, Lthe war wont on.

The Swedish Interude

In the meantime, England, the Duteh Republic, the northern German
state of Brandenburg, and the Palatinate asked the Lutheran king Cuss-
tavus Adelphus (ruled 1611-1632) of Sweden Lo Intervene on the Protes-
tant side. The possibility aof expanding Swedish territory, » kingdom of
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King Gustavus Adalphus of Sweden in battle

barely 4 million inhabitants, was more than Gustavus, with an adventurer's
disposition, could resist,

Gustavus, the “Lion of the North,” who survived a shipwreck at the age
of five, had been tutored in the art of war by mercenary soldiers. FHe also
played the flute, composed poctry, and conversed in ten kinguages. Gus-
tuvus retuined, as did a disproportionate number of rubers in his century, a
violent temper. Once, coming upon two stolen cows outside an oflieer's
tent, he drageed the thiel by the car to the executioner. His courage wis
legendary—he barely paused uz cannonballs exploded nearby und us his
horses were shot out from under him or Lell through the ice.

Gustavus, Influenced by an appreciation of Roman military tactics,
formed his battle lines thinner—about six men deep—than those of rval
commanders, This allowed his lines 1o be more widely spread out, Gus-
taviss organized his army into brigades of four squadrons with nine cannon
to protect them, sending the unit into battle in an arrow-shaped formation
Superior artiltery served his cavse well, hurling larger shot farther and
more accurately than the cannon of his enemies.

The dashing voung Swedish king subdued Cathalic Poland with his army
of about 70,000 men. Swedish intesvention and the continuing woes ol
Spain, now at war in the Alps. laly, and the Netherlands, gave Protestants
reason for hope. Alter deleating o combined Polish and Habsburg army in
1629, Swedish troops necupied Pomerania along the Baltic Sea.

In 1630, sure of a Cutholic majority, Emperor Ferdinand convoked the
imperial clectors o recognize his son as his heir He also wanted them to
support his promise to aid Spain against the Dutch in exchange lor Spanish
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assistance ngainst the Protestant armies. But the Protestant electors of
Saxony and Brandenburg refused even to sttend the gathering. Catholic
electors demanded that the powerful Wallenstein be dismissed; even the
King of Spain feared the general’s powerful ragtag srmy. Ferdinand therehy
dismissed the one man whose accomplishments and influence might have
enabled the Habsburg monarchy to master all of the German stales,

Despite a sizable subsidy from the king of France, Gustavus Adolphus
enjoyed the support of only several tiny Protestant states. Some Lutheran
German states still hoped to receive territorial concessions from the Habs-
burgs. The Catholic dynasty preferred Lutherans to Calvinists, viewing the
latter as more radical reformers. Ferdinand now sent Tilly to stop the invad-
ing Swedes. He besieged the Protestant city of Magdeburg in Brandenburg,
forcing its surrender in 1631, The subsequent massacre of the population
anl secompanying pillage had an effect similar to that of the Defenestration
of Prague; the story of the atrocities spread across Protestant Europe, Bran-
denburg and Saxony now allied with Sweden, The combined Protestant
lorces under Gustavus Adolphus defeated Tilly's imperial Catholic army at
Breitenfeld near Leipzig, The Swedish army, swollen by German mercenar-
ies, then marched through the northers German states, casily reversing
Habsburg gains over the previous twelve vears,

The expansion of Swedish power generated anxiety among both Protes-
tant and Catholic states, including France, although Louis X111 had helped
finance Gustavus Adolphus. In Buvaria, the Swedes defeated Tilly, who was
killed in battle in 1632, The rout of the Catholic imperial forces seemed
complete. Spain, its interests spread too far afield in Europe and the Amer-
icas, could not then afford to help. The plague prevented another Catholic
army from being raised in ltaly; even the pope begged off a request for help
by complaining thut the eruption of Mount Vesuvius was preventing the
collection of Laxes,

In April 1632, Ferdinand turned nnce again to Wallenstein to save the
Catholic cause, the later BRICeINg to raise a new Iimperial army in return for
almost unlimited wuthority over it. Wallenstein reconquered Silesia and
Bohemia. Against him, Gustavus led the largest army (175,000) that had
ever been under a single command in Europe. Although resson dictated that
the Swedish army should dig in for the winter of 1632, Gustavus took a
chance by attacking Wallenstein in the fog at Ldtzen in Saxony in November.
The two sides fought 0 a bloody draw, but 4 draw amounted to a Catholic
victory. Gustavus Adolphus fell dead in the battle, facedown in the mud.

Wallenstein’s days were also numbered, His new army was now living off
the land in Central Lurope, engendering peasant resistance. Furthermore,
Wallenstein, who was ill, demanded command of a Spanish army that had
subsequently arrived to help the Catholic forces. In the meantime, it
became known that Wallenstein had considered joining Gustavus after the
Battle of Breitenfeld in 1631, and that he was offering his services to both
France and the German Protestants. Ferdinand dismissed Wallenstein for
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of the final time, and then ordered his murder. In February 1634, an lvish
lic mercenary crepl into Wallenstein's room, and killed him with o spear.
e With the aid of the remnants of Wallenstein's forces, the Spanish army
rhy defeated the combined Swedish and German Protestant semy In 1634 in
Laoe Swabin. The elector ol Saxony abandoned the Protestant struggle, making
peace in 1635 with Ferdinand. One by one, other Protestant princes also
=D wefr the war. The Catholic forces now held the upper hand,
an
por The Acmies of the Thirty Years' Wor
e
wd- Ihe Thirty Years' War was certainly one of the cruclest episodes in the his-

. tery of warfare. A contemporary described the horror of the seemingly end-
less brutalities that afflicted Central Europe

-

[ The soldiers) stretehed out a hired man flat on the ground, stuck a
wooden wedge in his mouth to keep it open, and emptied a milk
bucket Full of stinling manure droppings down his throat—they
called it a Swedish cockiail. . . . Then they used thumb-screws . . . to
. torture the peasants. ... They put one of the captured bumpkins in

the bakeoven and lighted a lire in it ... 1 ean't say much about the
captured wives, hired girls, and daughters because the soldiers did not
let me watch their doings, But 1 do remember hearing pitiful screams
In various dark cormers,

%

E Several lactors may have contributed to the barbanity of soldiers during
the Thirty Years” Wae. Mercenaries and volunteers were usually fighting far

Saldlers pillaging o Brmhouse during the Thirty Years' War, some
tortusing the farmer over his hearth while others cope e wormen

und steal the food,
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from home, living off the land ¢ survive. Strident propaganda ARinst
other religions may have contributed to the brutality. In response, however,
Gustavus Adolphus and other leaders imposed hursh penalties, ncluding
exccution, for atrocities, not wanting to so righters the local population
that ordinary channels of provisioning the urmy would disappear,

During the Thirty Years' War, at least o million men toak arms, The
armies were enormous for the time, Even Sweden, where there was no
fighting, Felt the Impact of the death of ar least 50,000 soldiers between
1621 and 1632 from battle wounds und, more often, disease. Yet, consid-
ering the number of troops engaged in the Jong war, relatively few soldiers
perished in baule, particularly when compared 1o those who succumbed Lo
illness and to civilians who died at the hands of marauding troops. Armies
rampaged through the German states, Catholic and Protestant, speaking
many languages, taking what they wanted, buening and looting. Marburg
wis oceupied eleven different times. Atrocity followed atrocity.

The armies themselves remained ragtag forces, lacking discipline and
accompanied by, in some cases, the families of soldiers, The presence of
large numbers of women (including many prostitutes) and children us
camp followers may have contributed to the length of the way, making life
In the army scem more normal for soldiers,

Soldiers, for the most part, wore what they could find. Some, if they were
lucky, had leather clothes, carried rain cloaks against the damp German clj.
mate, and wore felt hats, Some Habsburg troops sported uniforms of pale
gray, at least at the beginning of a campaign. As the months passed and uni.
forms disintegrated, soldiers wore forced to disrobe the dead, friend and foc
alike, or to steal from civilians, At best, soldiers wore symbols indicating
thelr regiment and fought behind banners bearing the colors of the anny—
thus the expression “show vour colors.” The Swedes wore 4 vellow bund
sround their hats, The impenial forces placed red symbols in their hats,
plumes, or sashes if they could find them,

Most armies also lacked @ common language, The Habsburg army
Included Saxons, Bavarians, Westphalians, and Austrizns; Maximiltan’s
Bavarian army counted varioos other Germans, Italians, Poles, Slovenes.
Croats, Greeks, Hungarisns, Burgendians, French, Czechs, Spaniards,
Scots, Irish, and Turks.

Some soldices may have joined regiments hecguse they were searching
for adventure; others joined out of religious conviction. Yot a multitade of
soldiers fought against armies of their own religion, changing sides when o
better vpportunity arose, Army recruiters rave religion not the slightest
thought in their search for soldiers 1o fill quotas for whick they were being
handsomely paid. In Ay case, recruits on bath sides were attracted by the
strong possibility that they would be better clothed and fed—bread, meat,
lotz of beer, und occasionally some butter and cheese—cthan they were
when they joined up.
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The Wors of Religion and Dynastic Strugeles (1635-)648)

Between 1635 and 1648, what had begun as a religious war became o dynas-
tie struggle between two Catholie states, France and Habsburg Austria, the
tormer allied with Sweden, the latter with Spain. France declased war on
Philip IV of Spain in 1635. Richelicu hoped to force Habsburg armies away
from the borders of France. He took as a pretext the Spanish arrest of o
French ally, the elector of Triee. Allisnces with the Dutch Hepublic and Swe-
den had prepared the way, as did reassurances given by neighbaring Savoy
and Lorraine, and by French protectorates in Alsice,

The French incursions into the Netherlands and the southern German
states did not go well, Louis XIT's srmy was shost on capable commanders
and battle-experienced troops, largely because France was already fighting in
ltaly, the Pyrences, and the northern German states, But France's Involve-
ment, like that of Sweden before it, did provide the Protestant seates with
some breathing room. French forces joined the Swedish army, helping defeat
the imperial srmy in Saxony.

The wars went on. When the pope called for representatives of the
Catholle and Protestant states to assemble in Cologne for a peace congress
in 1636, no one showed up. Four vears later, another combined French and
Swedish force defeated the Habsburg army. Maximilian T of Bavaria then
sought a separate peace with France. Devastating Spanish defeats in north-
ermn France in 1643, as well as in the Netherlands and the Pyrenees, and the
outbreak of rebellions inside Spain. left the Austrian Habsburgs with no
choice but to make peace.

At the samw time, unrest in France, including plots against Richeliew, and
the English Civil War, which began in 1642, served to warn other rulers of
the dangers that continued instability could bring, The Swedish population
was tiring of distant battles that brought home nothing but news of casual-
ties. In the German states, calls for peace echoed in music and plays.
Lutheran ministers inveighed against the war from the pulpit. Among the
rulers of the great powers, only Louis XIT1 wanted the war Lo go on, al the
expense of the Austrian Habsburgs. He helped subsidize an invasion of
Hungary by Transylvanian Protestants in 1644. As Swedish and Transylvan-
iun forces prepared to besiege the imperial capitul of Vienna, Holy Roman
Emperor Ferdinand 11 (rufed 1637-1657), who had succeeded his father,
concluded a peace treaty with the prince of Transylvinia, promising to tol-
erate Protestantism in Hungary. After Habsburg armies sulfered further
defeats in 1645, Ferdinand 111 realized that he had to make prace. and
offered an amnesty 1o princes within the empire who had fought against
him.

The preliminaries for a general prace agreement had begun in 1643 and
dragged on even as a Franco-Swedish army drove the imperial army out of
the Rhineland and Buvaria in 1647 Following another French victory carly
in 1648, only the outbreak of the Frande, u rebellion of nobles against the
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king's authority in France (sce Chaprer 7), forced the young Louis XIV 1o
seek peace,

The Treaty of West phalia (1648)

The Treaty of Westphalia way unlike any previous peace settlement in his.
tory, which had invariably been between two or three states, rarely more,
s Framers believed that they could restore inteenational stability snd
diplomatic process in a Europe torn by unarchy by climinating religious
divisions as a cause of conBlict. The treaty proved almost as complicated as
the Thirty Years' War itsolf, Two hundred rulers converged on Westphalia.
Thousands ol diplomats and othee olficials shuttled back and forth
between two towns. Letters 1ook ten Lo twelve days to reach the courts of
Paris and Vienna, at least twenty to Stockholm, and u month ta urrive in
Madrid, In the meantime, the French tried 1o delay any treaty, haping to
force Spain to suerender, Tn the summer of 1648, the Swedes renceupied

Bohemia, hoping to win u largee indemnity und taleration for the Luther-

ans. When, by the separate Treaty of Miinster, Spain finally formally rec.
ognized the fiuit aceompli of Dutch independence, the Spanish Army of

Flanders fought against France in a last-ditch effort to help Ferdinand 11,

In August 1648, the French defeated 4 Spanish force u month after the

Swedes hud captured part of Praguc. His back to the wull, Ferdinand

signed the peace treaty, finally concluded on October 24, 1648,

The Treaty of Westphulia redrew the map of Europe, confirming the
existence of the Duteh United Provinces and Switzerland. The wreaty did
not end the war between Spain and France, but it did end the wars of the
German states and in doing so put an end to one of the most brutal,
ghastly periods in European history, Sweden absorbed West Pomerania
and the bishoprics of Verden and Bremen on the North Sca (sec Map 4.3),
Frunce, by un agreemeny signed two years earlicr, annexed the frontier
towns of Metz, Toul, und Verdun, and parts of Alsace, Maximilian | of
Bavaria kept the Upper Palatinate, and therefore the sttus of elector,
Frederick’s Protestant son ended up with the Lower, or Rhine Palatinate.
With this addition of an elector, cight votes would now he necessary Lo
elect the Holy Roman emperor.

With miner exceptions, the territorial settlement reached in Wesiphalia
cemained in place until the French Revolution of 1789, For the most part,
the treuty ended wars of eeligion in carly modern Europe. It encouraged
religions toleration, finally cowarding those people who had worked for and
advocated religious toleration, or suffered intolerance and repression, dur-
ing the long, bloody conflicts. The philosopher Baruch Spinosa (1632
1677), who had been forced 1o flee intolerance in Portugal, undoubredly
spoke for many when he wrote, “As for rebellions which are aroused under
the pretext of religion . . . opinions are regarded us wicked snd condemned
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48 crimes, and their defenders and followers sacrificed. Not to the public
well-being, but only to the hate and bacharism of their opponents.”

The Treaty of Westphalia reinforced the strong autonomous traditions of

the Germun states, which emerged from the long nightmare of war with
more independence from the considerably weakened Holy Roman Emplre.
Member states thereafter could carry out their own foreign pulicy, though
they could not form alliances against the empire, The Habsburg dynasty's
dream of forging a centralized cmpire of states folly obedient to the
ermperor's will had fuiled. Bohemia lost jts independence. Bohemian Protes.
tant landowners recavered neither their lands nor their religious freedom.

By the Treaty of Westphalia, German Calvinises gained the same rights as
those previously granted to Lutherans, Ihe settlement granted religious 1o]-
exation where it had existed in 1624, Bu it also confirmed the Pesce of
Augshurg’s establishment of territorial churches—Catholic, Lutheran, or
Calvinist—still 10 be determined by the religion of the ruler. Dissident
aroups were often forbidden, and their followers were persecuted. Generally
speaking, Lutheranism remained dominant in the northern half of the Holy
Roman Empire, Catholicism in the southern half, with Calvinists in the
Rhincland.

Before his death In battle, Gustavus Adolphus noted “all the wars of En-
rope are now blended into one,” More than 200 states of varying sizes had
fought in the war, The devastation brought by thiry years of war is simply
incalculable. Catholic Maing, occupied by the Swedes, lost 25 percent of its
buildings and 40 percent of it populiation. In four vears, the predominantly
Protestant duchy of Warttemberg lost three-quarters of its population while
occupied by imperial troops. Almost 90 percent of the farms of Mecklen-
burg were abandoned during the course of the war, Many villages in Central
Europe were now uninhabited. Although devastation varied from region to
region during the Thirty Years’ War, Germun citics lost 1 third of thejr popu-
lation, and the rurgl populition declined by 40 pereent. Central Europe, like
the rest of the continent, muy have dlready been sufforing from the cco-
nomic and social crisis that had begun in the 15905 But the Wiles con-
tributed to the huge decling of the population of the states of the Holy
Roman Empire from about 20 million to 16 million people,

A vear before the Treaty of Westphalia, o Swabian wrote in the family
Bible: “They say that the terrible war i now over. But there s stll no sign of
peace, Everywhere there is envy, hatred and greed; that's what the war has
taught us. . | We live like unimals, cating bark and grass. No one could have
imagined that anything like this would happen to us. Many people say there
s no God . . . but we still befieve that God has not sbandoned us. "

War was not alone In laking lives: epidemics, the worst of which was the
bubonic plague, and disenses. including influcnza and tvphus, slio 100k
feacsome tolls. Towns were clogged with starving, vulnerable refugees from
the fighting and marauding, The flight of prasants from their lands reduced
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alie ; agricultural productivity. It would be decades belore the German states
recovered from the Thirty Years' War.
w Although much of the religious settlement of the Treaty of Westphalia
ith would endure, dynastic rivalries still raged. France had emerged from its reli-
Sre. glous wars with a stronger monarchy; Louis X111 had made his state more
s centralized and powerful. France's rivals, too, would extend their authonty
B within their own states. In the mid-seventeenth century, Europe would enter
the the era of monarchical sbsolutism. The most powerful European states-
gcs- above all, Louis XIV's France—would enter a period of aggressive territorial

expansion. Dynastic wars would help shape the European experience from
28 the mid-seventeenth century to the French Revolution of 1789,
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